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WATERBEACH PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a meeting of the Recreation Users Committee of Waterbeach Parish Council 
held on 14th June 2011 at 7.30 p.m. at the New Pavilion, Cambridge Road, Waterbeach. 
 
PRESENT 
 
Councillors B J Bull, M Howlett, N Kay and D Smart.  
 
Messrs J Davies (Cricket Club), R Gunningham, A P Reuben (Bowls Club) and K Wells 
(Colts Football and Football Clubs)  
 
APOLOGIES 
 
An apology for absence was received on behalf of Councillor A Lloyd. 
 
 
01/11 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN 
 
RESOLVED 
 

that Councillor B J Bull be elected as Chairman of the Committee for the current 
municipal year. 

 
Councillor Bull in the Chair 
 
02/11 MINUTES 
 
The Minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 8th March 2011 were signed as a 
correct record by the Chairman.   
 
 
03/11 MEMBERS’ INTERESTS 
 
No declarations of interest were made in respect of items appearing on the agenda. 
 
 
04/11 MULTI-USE GAMES AREA 
 
Mr Wells advised that a quotation had been received for the installation of a Multi-Use 
Games Area at the Recreation Ground of £153,000 plus VAT.  He explained that, as the 
pitch would be suitable for a variety of purposes, funding would not be available from the 
Football Association but that there were other funding sources that could be explored.  
Members were informed that a meeting would be held shortly to discuss funding 
opportunities and an update would be provided at a future meeting. 
 
Mr Wells also reminded the Committee that the Council had agreed to investigate 
improvements to the lighting which was considered inadequate currently for training 
purposes.  A report would be submitted to a future meeting. 
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05/11 TILLAGE HALL    
 
The Chairman provided an update on progress towards the opening for use of the Tillage 
Hall.  Solicitors had been instructed to prepare a lease of the premises to a new charitable 
trust responsible for the management of the premises and early access was to be provided 
to the Youth Club following an exchange of correspondence between the Club and the 
Council.  A list of furniture and equipment was in the course of being finalised and would 
be ordered shortly. 
 
 
06/11 OUTDOOR FITNESS EQUIPMENT  
 
The Chairman reported that she and Councillor Rabbett were investigating the feasibility 
of installing outdoor fitness equipment at the Recreation Ground and would be reporting 
back to the Council in due course. 
 
 
07/11 MATTERS RAISED BY USERS 
 
The following issues were raised by representatives of users of the Recreation Ground:- 
 
(a) Bowls Club 
 

Mr Rueben advised that part of the bowling green was still unusable which 
limited the Bowls Club to playing on a limited number of ends.  Following 
discussions with the Groundsman, Mr Reuben felt that it was unlikely that the 
new grass could be cut short enough for use in the current playing season.  The 
Chairman advised that the Council had decided to reduce the fees to the Bowls 
Club by 50% for the forthcoming season as a gesture of goodwill as a result of the 
condition of the green in the current year. 

 
(b) Cricket Club 
 

The Committee was informed that the wickets had played well in the current 
season, notwithstanding the recent dry weather.  Discussions also had taken place 
with the Groundsman about the possibility of re-marking the boundary of the 
field. 
 
Attention was drawn to the lack of storage facilities for club equipment.  A 
suggestion was made that better use could be made of a room at the rear of the 
New Pavilion where the cricket club currently stored kit bags on the floor.  The 
Committee had no objection to the erection of shelves sufficiently deep to 
accommodate cricket bags which could be used by the club for the current season 
and then reviewed for the future.  Mr Davies indicated that he would investigate 
whether the club could arrange to do the work themselves.  
 
Mr Wells suggested that it might be possible to also store goal posts in the room if 
they were dismantled and hung on racks at the end of the season.      
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Attention also was drawn to the condition of the kitchen area in the New Pavilion.  
Councillor Howlett had donated kitchen units that were surplus to requirements 
but no progress had taken place in terms of the installation of the units and it was 
not known where they had been stored.  If the units could be located, the 
Chairman indicated that the feasibility of them being installed by the Handyman 
in the autumn would be explored.  
 
Reference was made to the accumulation of boxes containing miscellaneous items 
in the corner of the room and it was agreed that any unclaimed items should be 
disposed of 
 
 

(c) Colts Cricket 
 
The representative of the colts cricket club informed the Committee that the 
wicket was in better condition than he had known for the previous 15 years.  
Although the outfield was hard because of the dry weather, this was not posing a 
safety issue. 
 

(d) Colts Football 
 
Mr Wells reported that pre-season training would commence on 1st August, with 
matches starting in September.   
 
He made a request for the purchase of a new set of full size goals that were 
capable of being packed away.  Grants were available from the Football 
Association towards 50% of the cost and he indicated that he would contact the 
FA about the possibility of funding.  A report would be submitted to the next 
meeting of the Committee but Mr Wells indicated that he would report back 
earlier if the funding ended prior to that date.  
 

(e) Football Club 
 
Mr Wells advised that repairs were needed to some of the stanchions holding the 
nets and that club members were willing to assist the Groundsman in carrying out 
the repairs.   
 
With regard to the New Pavilion, Mr Wells asked if the external light above the 
main entrance could be repaired.  With regard to the cleaning of the kitchen area, 
it was agreed that the upright vacuum cleaner was no longer serviceable and could 
be disposed of.  As the remaining cleaner was also nearing the end of its useful 
life, it was suggested that a new vacuum cleaner might be purchased if this could 
be funded by the Council. 
 
Mr Wells thanked the Council for the use of the Recreation Ground for the recent 
Beer Festival which had been a success.  He also mentioned that a recent 
presentation evening held in the Tillage Hall had been well received. 
 
Councillor Howlett informed the Committee that he had received an approach 
from the club about the possibility of a pre-season competition comprising four 
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matches for the Waterbeach Charity Cup which had not been held for some time.  
Costs would be incurred in terms of match officials, trophies, affiliation fees with 
the F.A. and pitch hire.  The Chairman explained that the Committee could not 
offer financial support towards the event at such short notice and that if the event 
was to be held again, better notice was required.  Councillor Howlett undertook to 
liaise with the club to ensure that the competition would be self-financing and the 
Chairman indicated that the Council would be asked if the pitch fees could be 
waived at the July meeting.  In addition, the Groundsman would need to be 
consulted as to whether he thought that the pitches would be suitable for play so 
early in the season.   
 

 
There being no further business, the meeting was declared closed at 8.30 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chairman 


