
 

 

WATERBEACH PARISH COUNCIL 

 

 

Minutes of a meeting of the Recreation Users Advisory Group of Waterbeach Parish Council 

held on 24 March 2015 at 7.30 p.m. at the Old Pavilion, Cambridge Road, Waterbeach.  

 

PRESENT  

 

Councillor Bull, Chairman,  

Councillors Gaunt, Howlett, B Johnson, Williams  

Mr R Pinion, Waterbeach Parish Council Senior Groundsman.  

Mr K Wells, Waterbeach Colts Football Club Old Boys  

Mr W Clough & Mr A Reubens, Waterbeach Bowls Club  

Mr G Fletcher, Waterbeach Colts Football Club  

Ms C Malyon, Netball 

 

OPEN FORUM  
No member of the public wished to speak  

 

APOLOGIES  
 Mr J Davies, Waterbeach Cricket Club and Mr A Evans, Waterbeach Colts Cricket Club 

 

14 / 13 MINUTES  
 

The minutes of the meeting of the Recreation Users Advisory Group held on 27 November 

2014 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.  

 

Proposed: Cllr Gaunt. Seconded: Cllr William 3 In favour. 2 Abstentions (Cllr B Johnson and  

Cllr Howlett  not present at the November meeting.)  

 

14 / 14 MEMBERS INTERESTS  
 

Cllr Williams advised that he coaches Colts Football  

 

14 / 15 MATTERS RAISED BY THE COUNCIL  
 

(a) Cllr Gaunt explained to the Advisory Group about funding opportunities for sports 

projects and how best to take advantage of these.  Cllr Gaunt stated that Amey Cespa 

will grant up to £40,000 per year for any individual project that isn’t moveable; i.e. a 

grant towards a MUGA court, tennis courts, netball, etc.  The request can be made 

each quarter of the year.  Also that Sports England will give a grant of up to £10,000 

per year per project and this can also be for moveable equipment.  Any sports club 

can only apply once per year to either Amey Cespa or Sports England or both. 

(b) Cllr Bull had been asked by Cllr J Williamson if the sports clubs would mind the 

Tillage Hall coning off up to 6 spaces at the weekends for visitors to the Tillage Hall, 

the sports clubs had no objection to this. 

 



 

 

 

14 / 16  MATTERS RAISED BY USERS  

 

(a) The possibility of a netball group using one of the tennis courts in the winter 

was discussed.  The representative for netball explained that netball is the 

fastest growing sport at present.  There are no local facilities yet for netball and 

the season usually runs from September to Easter. It is not all competitive and 

could start with some back to back netball sessions.  Cllr Bull had shown the 

netball representative the possible areas where netball could be played.  The 

basketball court was not considered safe because of the fixed posts in there; this 

then left either the tennis courts or the old Skate Park.  The surface of both the 

tennis courts and old skate park are ideal for netball.  It was felt by the users 

that the old skate park would be a better proposition because of the heavy use 

of the tennis courts throughout the year.  

(b) First of all, the working party reported that they had looked into the idea of the 

old gym on the barracks site being used again.  However there were some 

obstacles to bring it up to the required specification.  This would be quite 

costly, possible as much as £17,000, plus there would be running costs of at 

least £10,000 and business rates of possibly £60,000 per annum.  The MUGA 

working party then stated that as of yet they had not had a meeting but would 

report back to the next recreation users meeting. 

 

As the representative for the adult football had to leave early it was agreed to bring football 

forward in the agenda. 

 

(c) Adults/Colts Football 

Keith Wells said that they (adults) had finished for this season.  And that 

Robert Pinion was to be complimented on the pitches.  Also that the Colts had 

had a successful season and again Robert Pinion was to be congratulated on 

what a great job he does and how well maintained the pitches are.  Danny 

White of the I.O.G.had particularly mentioned this.  

 

 

(d) Bowls Club 

Tony Reubens queried why Councillors Smart and Shipp had put a report 

before Waterbeach Parish Council regarding groundscare/open spaces 

suggesting that it was submitted to contractors for them to quote on.  It was 

explained that following this a report was being prepared to put before the full 

council and all councillors had been asked if they wished to make any 

comments on this.  Following this all the sports clubs stated that they would 

suffer if the council did not have a full-time groundsman: 

(i) The football clubs would be fined if the grass was not cut correctly and 

if therefore the pitch was not appropriate.  The referee would then state 

that the pitch was not suitable for play and the fine would be up to £100 

per match. There are up to 9 matches played at the weekend so the fines 

could be horrendous.  Also the referee has to be paid regardless - £100 

for adult matches and £15 for Colt matches.  Also the linesmen have to 

be paid whether or not the match is played. 

(ii) The cricket clubs are also fined if the grass is unsuitable. 



 

 

(iii) The bowls club would be fined on points and charged for the tea 

provided afterwards. 

 

(e) Tennis Players 

There was no user representative present. 

 

(f) Playpark 

There was no user representative present. 

 

(g) Skatepark 

Councillor Gaunt reported that the planning application is now with South 

Cambs District Council and if all goes according to plan completion will be 

some time in August.  She explained that at 9pm half the lights surrounding the 

skatepark will go off and then within 5 minutes they will all have switched off. 

 

14/17 ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA 
 

There should be a report back from the Muga working party to the next User 

Group meeting. 

 

 

The meeting closed at 9.00pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chairman 

 

 

 

 

 

 


