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WATERBEACH PARISH COUNCIL. 

 

Minutes of a meeting of the Recreation Users Advisory Group of Waterbeach Parish 

Council held on 9 September 2014 at 7.30 p.m. at the Old Pavilion, Cambridge Road, 

Waterbeach. 

 

 

PRESENT 

 

Councillor Bull, Chairman, 

Councillors Howlett, Gaunt, B Johnson 

Mr R Pinion, Waterbeach Parish Council Senior Groundsman. 

Mr A Evans, Waterbeach Cricket Club 

Mr K Wells, Waterbeach Colts Football Club Old Boys 

Mr T Reuben, Waterbeach Bowls Club 

Ms J Durrant, Waterbeach Play Park 

Mr G Fletcher, Waterbeach Colts Football Club 

Mr P Hansey, Waterbeach Tennis Club 

 

APOLOGIES 

 

Apologies for absence submitted on behalf of Cllr Williams, Mr T Lawton, 

Waterbeach Colts Football Club, Mr G Reynolds, Waterbeach Colts Football Team 

and Mr J Davies, Waterbeach Cricket Club. 

 

IN ATTENDANCE 

 

C Whitehouse, Assistant Parish Clerk 

 

14/1 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN 
 

It was RESOLVED that Cllr Bull be elected Chair of the Recreation Users Group of 

Waterbeach Parish Council. 

 

Proposed: Cllr Howlett, Seconded Cllr Gaunt   -   Unanimous. 

 

14/2 MINUTES 

 

The minutes of the meeting of the Recreation Users Advisory Committee held on 29 

April 2014 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

 

(Cllrs Bull and Howlett were the only two members present who attended the April 

meeting.) 

 

14/3 MEMBERS INTERESTS 
 

Cllr B Johnson is a member of the Waterbeach Bowls Club.  

 

 

14/4 REVIEW OF TERMS OF REFERENCE 

 

The Terms of Reference were reviewed and the following points amended: 



 

2 

 

Membership –there will be four members of the Parish Council and not three. 

Frequency of Meetings – Standing Order 51:  All committees must meet within 28 

days of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council was deleted. 

 

All Standing Order numbers to be updated to reflect the new documentation. 

 

14/5 MATTERS RAISED BY THE COUNCIL 

 

Sports Pavilion – following an inspection on 9 September 2014 the general areas were 

left clean and tidy.  However, lights had been left on in the Referees changing room 

and the toilet in Changing Room 2.  Messages will be passed to all users to check 

before leaving the building that all lights are turned off. 

 

14/6 MATTERS RAISED BY USERS 

 

(i) Bowls Club – Tony Reuben informed the meeting that this would be his last 

attendance as Captain and Chair of the Bowls Club.  Tony will continue to 

play bowls but another member will represent the Bowls Club following their 

AGM on 24 September. 

 

Tony raised his concerns that for some considerable time the bowls green has 

not been cut correctly. The problem is caused by the grass cutter being used 

for both the bowls green and the cricket square. Due to amount of dust and 

rubbish on the cricket square the mower blades are blunted and then does not 

give a good cut on the bowls green.  The Atco mower could be used on the 

bowls green but due to the high vibration of the machine it can only be used 

for 20 minutes maximum at a time.   Ideally, the meeting felt that a new 

mower is needed to accommodate both the requirements of the bowls and 

cricket clubs. 

 

The bowls team had been demoted due to lack of players and the Club were 

now advertising for new members to join.  A Family Day is planned to attract 

youngsters to play along with a Promotional Campaign in March 2015. 

 

(ii) Cricket Club – In the absence of Justin Davies, Andy Evans, passed on the 

following points: 

 

Thanks to Robert Pinion and Clive Rabbett for all their hard work on the 

wicket.  It is good to have Robert carrying out this work as it provides 

flexibility if the wicket needs to be prepared at short notice. 

 

The outstanding matter of charges to the Cricket Club is currently being sorted 

out with the Parish Office and invoices will be submitted. 

 

The chairs in the Sports Pavilion seem to be disappearing and there are not 

enough left for team members to use.  This will be looked into by the Parish 

staff. 

 

(iii) Colts Cricket – Andy Evans, representing the Junior Cricket, reported a good 

year.   They have been promoting the club with an open training session and a 

game to include everyone. 
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Due to the nets not being adequate for training, information on Combi Cages 

was provided as a good alternative.   Andy asked whether there are any grants 

which could help with the purchase of these items. 

 

The issue of the very poor lighting on the recreation ground was raised.  It was 

felt that the current lighting is totally inadequate and needed to be addressed as 

a matter of some urgency.  Cllr Johnson informed the meeting that he was 

about to participate in a lighting survey of the village, which would include the 

recreation ground. 

 

In general, both the adults and junior Cricket Clubs felt that the wicket and 

facilities were good and thanked the Council for their support. 

 

However, outside teams using the ground needed to be made aware that any 

keys handed out needed to be returned, and any equipment used needed to be 

put away.   A recent visit by Shelford had seen the Waterbeach equipment and 

score board used, and tables and chairs left out.  It was felt a letter should be 

sent to Shelford from the Parish Clerk relating to these incidents. 

 

It was suggested a deposit is asked for with outside bookings, to cover keys 

and clearing up. 

 

(iv) Colts Football – Gary Fletcher thanked Robert Pinion for all his hard work in 

preparing the pitches and congratulations on Robert’s recent award from the 

Cambs FA/Football Association.   Due to the ground staffs hard work matches 

had been held in all weather. 

 

The new line marker has arrived and is proving to be an asset already.   

 

Gary asked whether covers could be provided for the goal post holes as some 

unpleasant items had been put in the holes which needed to be cleared out 

prior to the goal posts going in.  It was suggested that goals on wheels would 

be a good investment as they could be utilised for training sessions on 

different areas of the rec, alleviating damage to the match goal mouths.  It 

would be good to look at 3 different sizes to cater for all age groups.   Grants 

are available from the FA for the purchase of such items. 

 

A number of referees are now linked to the Waterbeach Football club and train 

on the recreation ground.  About 12 referees meet here on a regular basis and 

have asked whether it would be possible for them to use the Sports Pavilion 

facilities following their training sessions.  This request will be taken to the 

next Parish Meeting. 

 

Concern was raised again regarding the shutter on the Sports Pavilion which 

still cannot be locked.  The meeting was informed that this work was not 

authorised at the last Parish Meeting, and the suggestion was to leave the door 

and grease the runners.  However, it was felt that greasing the runners would 

allow the door to be opened more easily, and this would reduce the security on 

the building further.  This item will be taken back to the next Parish Meeting 

for discussion, with a recommendation that the door is adequately repaired to 

ensure the security of the building and its contents. 
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Permission was requested to put poles along the hedge for the use of portable 

flood lighting.  These would be supports for the lights to be bolted to.  This 

request will be taken to the next Parish Meeting. 

 

(v) Tennis – Phil Hansey asked the meeting what the plans are for the future of 

the current tennis courts.   Cllr B Johnson confirmed that at the current time 

there were no plans to make any changes to the tennis courts. 

 

The tennis users felt that the tennis courts had been allowed to fall into a state 

of neglect.  The moss is now so bad that one player had slipped over.  The 

meeting was informed that three sets of quotes had been sought to get the 

courts deep cleaned and moss treated, but this work had not been approved by 

the Parish Council.  The users felt frustrated that this work had been ongoing 

for over a year and still no decision had been made, and during this time the 

courts had deteriorated further.   The meeting appreciated that the in house 

grounds staff did not have the time to undertake this work and asked that the 

Parish Council look again at getting the courts cleaned professionally.  Due to 

the time of year it was suggested that work is approved to be completed in 

February/March 2015 ready for the new season. 

 

Concern was raised that professional coaches were using the courts free of 

charge to give paid coaching sessions to members of the public. 

 

A member of the public with 3 dogs has been seen using the tennis courts, 

basketball court and play area to let their dogs off their leads and roam freely 

and foul the areas.   It was felt this practice should not be allowed. 

 

(vi) Skate Park – Cllr Gaunt updated the meeting on the Skate Park Project.  A     

member of SCDC planning department had been out to meet members of the 

Working Party to advise on the best position for the new skate park, as 

planning permission would be needed.  The Council were advised that the best 

position for the new skate park would be on the grass area between the tennis 

courts and the Parish Office.    The plans are to provide a new concrete skate 

park for the community. 

 

The meeting was advised that a grant of £40k had been secured from WREN.  

With the overall Skate Park budget set at £75k there is still a short fall to be 

secured.   Some of this short fall will come from s106 monies and a grant will 

be applied for to AmeyCespa for £10k once planning permission has been 

secured.   

 

Other recreation users present did not feel that the proposed area between the 

tennis courts and the Parish Office was the best site for the new skate park. 

 

Julie Durrant volunteered to join the Skate Park Working Party. 
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(vii) Play Park – The Chair went through the report following the recent inspection 

undertaken in August 2014.   There were some minor issues which will be 

addressed by the grounds staff. 

 

Julie Durrant, requested that the wooded areas behind the play areas is cleared 

of litter etc as the children enjoyed playing in there.   Users also requested the 

hedge around the play area is reduced in height so that parents can keep an eye 

on their other children on the recreation ground. 

 

The question was asked whether there was any other allocation of s106 funds 

for play equipment. 

 

A request has been made to mark out a run route around the rec with distance 

makers for runners.  This will be referred to the next Parish Council Meeting. 

 

14/7 ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA 
 

Colts Football asked whether there are any plans for a Muga going forward. 

 

 

The meeting closed at 9.00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

Chairman 


