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WATERBEACH PARISH COUNCIL. 

 

Minutes of a meeting of the Recreation Users Advisory Group of Waterbeach Parish 

Council held on 12th November 2013 at 7.30 p.m. at the Old Pavilion, Cambridge 

Road, Waterbeach. 

 

PRESENT 

 

Councillor B J Bull, Chairman, 

Councillors N. Kay, D Smart 

Mr R Pinion, Waterbeach Parish Council Senior Groundsman. 

Mr J Davies, Waterbeach Cricket Club 

Mrs B Sowden-Fletcher, Waterbeach Colts Football Team 

Mr P. Hancey, Tennis 

Mr A Reuben, Waterbeach Bowls Club 

Mr K Wells, Waterbeach Football Club, Reserve Team Manager 

Mr T Lawton, Football 

Mr J Humphrey 

 

APOLOGIES 

 

Apologies for absence submitted on behalf of Councillors M Howlett and A Lloyd, 

Ms J Durrant, Playpark and Mr A Evans, Waterbeach Colts Cricket Club 

 

IN ATTENDANCE 

 

E. Jones, Parish Clerk 

 

 

 

13/01 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN 
 

As there were only three Councillors not present, it was agreed to postpone the 

election of a Chairman until the next meeting.  It was agreed that Cllr Bull should 

chair this meeting 

 

 

13/02 MINUTES 

 

The minutes of the meeting of the Recreation Users Advisory Committee held on 9th 

April, 2013 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

 

 

13/03 MEMBERS INTERESTS 
 

No declarations of interest were made in respect of items appearing on the agenda.  

 

 

13/04 WATERBEACH CUP 
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It was reported that the Waterbeach Cup event will not take place again for another 

few years until the football team can get back into the second division.  At present the 

team has withdrawn from the league. 

 

 

13/05 USE OF FLOODLIGHTS 

 

The floodlights now point in the right direction. The strength of the lighting is not 

ideal but is acceptable.  

 

A rota is needed to agree who can use the floodlit pitch and when – this would involve 

the Colts and the Youth Club and perhaps others.  When the pitch gets wet it is very 

boggy. Gary Reynolds (Football) has portable lights which could be used at the top 

end to enable evening use of the other pitches and spread the load for training. 

The adult Colts team now go to Chesterton to train as they have better lighting. 

The majority of youth teams now go over to Cottenham. Only about 3 teams train 

here. The organisers will get a rota fixed and circulated in the next couple of weeks. 

 

 

13/06 MATTERS RAISED BY USERS 

 

(i) Bowls Club 

 

Last year there was torrential rain and the gullies flooded twice to the top of the green. 

This has taken a toll on the Astroturf in the gullies which is coming away from the 

concrete. Special Astroturf glue is need to fix this (42 square yards).  It may be best to 

do this in the spring. 

 

(ii) Cricket Club 

 

a. The question of fees has been raised before. Last year there was no second 

team and the same is true this year so there are 50% fewer matches and 

therefore the cricket clubs are using the facilities less. 

 

b. The Cricket Club had requested funding for mobile nets but as yet there 

was no feedback.  This issue may have got lost through the change of 

Clerk so Justin will send the request again. 

 

(iii) Colts Cricket 

 

Nothing to report 

 

(iv) Colts Football 

 

a. The Colts Football also asked about rent. The Clerk said that bills will go 

out soon. Also a separate meeting will be organised shortly between the 

council and all the Football teams. 

b. There will be no training at the recreation ground during January as 

players will be using CRC Astroturf instead. This is in order to help 

preserve the recreation ground surface so it will only be used for games in 

January which is usually the worst month. 
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c. The Under 15s have been helping Robert with pitch marking and this 

works well if Robert can do the adult pitches. A new gadget - a spray roller 

– is being tested on a free trial. It uses better paint which lasts longer. The 

cost to buy would be around £500. Bernadette will send information and 

prices to the Clerk. 

d. The door to the football storage area is currently padlocked as it was 

damaged in the burglary and needs replacing. This is urgent. 

e. The Council needs to invoice for the Vertidrain work which has been done 

and has made a huge difference – as a result of that work the pitches did 

not flood in the recent storm. 

f. We will soon have a defibrillator in the village which will be located 

outside the Old Pavilion and we hope to have a second one at Bannold 

Road 

  

(v) Waterbeach Football Club 
 

a. The issue of fees was again raised, with comments being made that the 

four adult teams should all pay the same price. 

b. Anthony Tomlinson of Waterbeach Sunday had not been invited to the 

meeting. It was agreed that he should of course be invited in future and 

should also be invited to the separate football meeting.  

c. Waterbeach Sunday are making use of equipment such as nets, corner 

flags etc. perhaps without realising these are the property of other clubs. 

There was no objection to this but concern about who would pay if there 

was any damage. The equipment in the store is easily accessible to all 

users once the door is open although some of the equipment and containers 

have logos or names on them. Most nets now in use are owned by football 

clubs. There may be some old nets owned by the Parish Council.  It was 

suggested that Tom should speak to Anthony who may be willing to make 

a contribution.  

d. Pitch marking is generally done on a Friday afternoon and by Saturday the 

lines have sometimes washed out.  Bad weather postponement is normally 

done on a Friday for the Saturday. Therefore if it rains on a Friday night, it 

is up to the referee to decide (see (iv) above re new spray roller) 

 

(vi) Tennis  

 

In the spring and summer volunteers brush the moss off. The courts were sprayed in 

the spring and kept OK through the summer. They were sprayed again recently but 

this time the spray did not work. A rep came from the supplier and took pictures and 

batch numbers in order to try and check out the problem.  It may be necessary to 

recoat the surface which is now very slippery or have the courts power washed or 

steam cleaned and then recoated. There is also a dip near the trees which may be 

where the soil has dried and shrunk. The Clerk will organise for an outside firm to 

give an expert opinion as to the best way forward. 

 

(vii) Playpark 

 

No report 

 

(viii) Skatepark 
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It was explained that the Council is now looking at a complete concrete area and 

considering whether this can be in the same location as the existing skatepark or 

elsewhere on the recreation ground. Currently the Council is looking to make the half-

pipe safe or cordon it off in order to make the rest of the site usable. 

 

 

13/07 MATTERS RAISED BY THE COUNCIL 

 

Councillor Bull and the Clerk had inspected the New Pavilion. The following 

comments and recommendations were discussed: -  

a. The carpet tiles behind the server are unsightly and dangerous. The Clerk 

will look into the cost of replacing these with a hard-wearing, washable 

surface. 

b. Three of four toilet lights had been left on.  Some notices will be put up by 

those responsible for the football teams to remind players to switch off 

lights. The Clerk will look into replacing the light pulls with sensor lights 

wherever possible. 

c. There are no toilet roll holders – these will be ordered. 

d. The Clerk will also look into the possibility of installing warm-air hand 

driers. 

e. Someone from the Council will make regular inspection visits in future 

f. Users asked for a dustpan and brush to be provided. 

g. There is an old microwave in the coach’s training room. This can be 

disposed of. 

h. There are currently not enough keys. It was agreed that the Clerk would 

check who currently has keys and who else needs them and arrange for this 

situation to be resolved. 

i. Users pointed out that the water urn produces a lot of steam which 

condenses on the stainless steel cabinets and drips.  It was agreed that the 

Clerk would look into the practicality and cost of replacing it with a wall 

mounted water heater like the one in Tillage Hall. 

 

 

13/08 ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA 
 

a. It was asked whether the Council are using the CCTV to monitor whether 

dog owners were picking up after their dogs.  This is being done but as yet 

no one has been identified. There will also be a new poster campaign. 

The Clerk agreed to investigate how Histon and Cottenham enforce the 

dog bans they have introduced. 

 

b. Members were asked to email the office on council@waterbeach.org.uk 

with items for the next agenda. 

 

 

The meeting closed at 8.45 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

Chairman 

mailto:council@waterbeach.org.uk

