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WATERBEACH PARISH COUNCIL. 

 

Minutes of a meeting of the Recreation Users Advisory Group of Waterbeach Parish 

Council held on 11th December 2012 at 7.30 p.m. at the New Pavilion, Cambridge 

Road, Waterbeach. 

 

PRESENT 

 

Councillor B J Bull, Chairman, 

Councillors M. Howlett, N. Kay, D. Smart 

Mr R Pinion, Waterbeach Parish Council Senior Groundsman. 

Mr J Davies, Waterbeach Cricket Club 

Mr A Evans, Waterbeach Colts Cricket Club 

Mr G. Fletcher, Waterbeach Colts Football Team 

Mr P. Hancey, Tennis 

Mr A Reuben, Waterbeach Bowls Club 

Mr K Wells, Waterbeach Football Club, Reserve Team Manager 

 

APOLOGIES 

 

An apology for absence was submitted on behalf of Councillor A. Lloyd.  

 

 

21/12 MINUTES 

 

The minutes of the meeting of the Recreation Users Advisory Committee held on11th 

September 2012 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

 

 

22/12 MEMBERS INTERESTS 
 

No declarations of interest were made in respect of items appearing on the agenda.  

 

 

23/12 MULTI-USE GAMES AREA 

 

The issue of a Multi- Use Games Area (MUGA) had been discussed at a Parish 

Council meeting and the resolution of the Council (minute 158/12) was read out: 

 

It was 

 

RESOLVED 

 

(a) that there could be options available for a MUGA when: 

 

(i) the Recreation Ground is expanded (which possibility is being 

explored) 

(ii) a business plan with private funding is available 

 

(b) the Council is to consider the feasibility of providing a new floodlit area 

for training purposes 
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24/12 RECREATION GROUND 

 

The Clerk reported that the new Children’s play park was finished and now in use and 

seemed to be much appreciated by both the children and their parents. 

 

 

25/12 MATTERS RAISED BY USERS 

 

(a)  Bowls Club 

 

Mr Reuben asked if the Council would consider providing two pieces of 

equipment: 

  

(i) a Dew Brush, to remove dew and worm casts (approx. £99.00) 

 

(ii) a set of “banana swisher” blades for use before cutting (approx. 

£7.95) 

 

He also reported that the sides of the green had sunk and asked if it would be 

possible to hire a turf lifter in the autumn to raise the sides. 

 

(b)  Cricket Club 

 

Mr Davies expressed some concern over the proposed new charges and 

agreements and asked if there was any information about the proposed level of 

fees. The Chairman replied that the information should be available for the 

next meeting. 

 

He also drew attention to the state of the nets, which had poles missing, and 

explained that he was investigating the costs involved in extending the nets 

and would update the Council when he had more information. The possible 

options included 

  

(i) permanent nets (of a different construction)  

 

(ii) removable nets 

 

 

Both would probably be more expensive than the existing type and the best 

solution could be to repair and strengthen/modify the current nets. The 

availability of grants to update equipment was discussed and Mr Davies and 

Mr Evans (Colts Cricket) agreed to investigate both the prices for new nets 

and the availability of grant funding.  

 

(c)  Colts Cricket 

 

Mr Evans reiterated concerns over the fees for the junior cricket section, citing 

diminishing numbers and the small number of matches played. He added that 

they didn’t want to become a drain on the adult club. 
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(d)  Colts Football 

 

Mr Fletcher informed the meeting of a tournament to be held in May and a 

tournament for under 7’s in March and stated that he would be able to give an 

indication of numbers closer to the time. He also drew attention to the sizing 

of the pitch in the far corner, explaining that, although the width was correct, 

the length needed to be reduced by 20 metres. He was happy to mark it up 

correctly.  

 

 

(e)  Football Club 
 

Due to the Clerk not having the correct contact details, the Secretary of the 

Football Club had not been invited to the meeting. This situation would be 

rectified for future meetings. However, concerns were voiced about the 

decision of the Council to allow the Cambridge YMCA football team to play 

at Waterbeach, particularly with regard to next season. The Chairman assured 

those present that priority would always be given to local teams, but did voice 

concern that the Parish Council was not kept fully informed about the actual 

level of use of the facilities by the local teams, both adults and colts. Better 

communication between the clubs and the Parish Council was vital and the 

new agreements that were being drafted would include details of the “rights 

and responsibilities” arising from the use of the facilities. It was agreed to add 

the Clerk to the mailing list providing details of home games and training 

sessions. 

 

There was then a brief explanation of the age groupings for colts football: 

 

 Can be classed as Colts until 17 

 

 Under 14’s can play on adult pitches 

 

 16’s and over can play adult football 

 

The FA are trying to encourage youngsters to carry on playing, so there is an 

under 20’s league for 16-20 year olds.  

  

 

(f)  Tennis  

 

Mr Hancey thanked the Council for providing the notices on the tennis courts 

but commented that the moss on the courts was still a problem, creating a 

slippery surface. Mr Pinion, the senior Groundsman, reported that, although 

the treatment of the courts with Jeyes’ Fluid had initially appeared to have 

been reasonably successful, an unacceptable level of regrowth had occurred. 

The situation was not helped by the large conifers to one side of the courts, 

creating shade and restricting air movement. Mr Evans offered to liaise with 

Mr Pinion on the problem. 
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Mr Hancey wondered whether the Parish Council might be able to hire a 

professional coach to encourage the youngsters to use the facilities and 

speculated that grants might be available. (Councillor Howlett remarked that 

he might have a useful contact and offered to make enquiries). 

 

The Clerk asked for clarification on the playing season and was told it was 

generally from April to September.  

 

 

26/12 MATTERS RAISED BY THE COUNCIL 

 

 (i) New Hire Agreements 

 

Those present were informed that this was still a work in progress but 

it was hoped that more information might be available at the next 

meeting. 

 

(ii) Supervision of children in the New Pavilion 

 

 

Councillor Kay and the Clerk had been at the New Pavilion on a 

Saturday morning during a Colts’ session and had been very concerned 

at the number of children climbing on the stacks of chairs; not only 

because of the potential wear and tear on the furniture, but more 

importantly from the safety aspect, with the potential for chairs to be 

dislodged onto small children. There were suggestions that perhaps the 

chairs could be moved to a different area or that the organisers could 

cordon them off.  

 

 

27/12 ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA 

 

Mr Reuben raised the issue of the fence between the Bowls Green and the skate Park, 

which had been damaged and is in need of repair. The Clerk replied that she would 

also put the item on the agenda for the Council Meeting in January. 

 

An update on the refurbishment of the New Pavilion was requested for the next 

meeting. 

 

The Waterbeach Cup: an update 

 

The use of the floodlights. This item was also to be put on the agenda for the January 

Council Meeting. 

   

 

 

The meeting closed at 8.10 p.m. 
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Chairman 

 


