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WATERBEACH PARISH COUNCIL. 

 

Minutes of a meeting of the Recreation Users Advisory Committee of Waterbeach 

Parish Council held on 11th September 2012 at 7.30 p.m. at the New Pavilion, 

Cambridge Road, Waterbeach. 

 

PRESENT 

 

Councillor B J Bull, Chairman, 

Councillors P Johnson, N Kay and A Lloyd. 

Mr R Pinion, Waterbeach Parish Council Senior Groundsman. 

Mr J Davies, Waterbeach Cricket Club 

Mr A Evans, Waterbeach Colts Cricket Club 

Mr A Reuben, Waterbeach Bowls Club 

Mr K Wells, Waterbeach Colts Football Club. 

 

APOLOGIES 

 

An apology for absence was submitted on behalf of Councillor M Howlett.  

 

 

14/12 MINUTES 

 

The minutes of the meeting of the Recreation Users Advisory Committee held on 26th 

June 2012 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

 

 

15/12 MEMBERS INTERESTS 
 

No declarations of interest were made in respect of items appearing on the agenda.  

 

 

16/12 MULTI-USE GAMES AREA 

 

Further to Minute No. 06/12, Mr Wells asked whether progress had been made by the 

Parish Council towards a decision on the provision of a multi-use games area at the 

Recreation Ground as he suggested that he had supplied detailed costings and a 

business case previously for the Council’s attention.  Mr Wells indicated that he 

would approach the Cambridgeshire F. A. to request funding for use of the MUGA for 

football but asked how much the Parish Council had available to contribute to the 

venture. 

 

The Chair of the Council and the Acting Clerk indicated that they were unaware of the 

information that Mr Wells claimed to have submitted previously and he undertook to 

supply copies for consideration by the Council.  Mr Wells advised that a number of 

MUGAs had been installed in other villages and he recommended a visit to Red 

Lodge to view the facility installed there which was comparable to the type of pitch 

that he would like to see installed at Waterbeach. 

  

 

17/12 RECREATION GROUND 
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The Acting Clerk reported that quotations were in the course of being invited for a 

new kitchen area, a replacement front door, replacement double door in the meeting 

room and repair of the broken windows in the New Pavilion as part of a larger 

contract to refurbish the Old Pavilion for use as the Council’s new office, undertake 

some repairs to the Bowls Club pavilion and improve the public toilets at the 

Recreation Ground.  In addition, the Council had accepted quotations to install CCTV 

cameras and improve the exterior lighting at the New Pavilion and Tillage Hall, 

following a spate of vandalism that had resulted in damage to the roofs of both the 

New Pavilion and the Groundsman’s Store. 

 

The Acting Clerk also reported that the installation of new equipment for the 

children’s play area had commenced following the receipt of a safety report earlier in 

the year which had indicated that some of the older equipment was no longer safe for 

use.  

 

In addition, it was reported that plans were in hand to install solar panels on the roof 

of both the New Pavilion and Tillage Hall, although this would be funded externally. 

 

Bearing in mind the scale of the projects at the Recreation Ground, the Acting Clerk 

pointed out that the Council might have to remove certain elements of the proposed 

building works if insufficient funds were available to achieve all of the work. 

 

 

18/12 MATTERS RAISED BY USERS 

 

(a)  Bowls Club 

 

 Mr Reuben commented on the high standard of the bowling green during the 

 course of the season and he expressed his appreciation to the Senior 

 Groundsman for his expertise and work in improving its condition.  The green 

 had been used by the Cambridge & District Bowls League as a neutral venue 

 for their competition semi-finals in August and the Competitions Secretary 

 had also written to complement the Council and the Club on its condition. 

 

 Mr Reuben advised that the Bowls Club had finished the year in sixth position 

 in the league and that Club members had performed well in competitions 

 during the season. 

 

 With the end of season pitch maintenance due to commence shortly for both 

 the bowls green and cricket wicket, a discussion arose on the need to collect 

 the various equipment to be hired to undertake the work and Mr Evans offered 

 to assist by using his own vehicle to tow the trailer required.  

 

(b)  Cricket Club 

 

 Mr Davies explained that the Cricket Club had experienced a difficult year 

 with the wet weather having resulted in the cancellation of a number of 

 matches.  The Club had had to withdraw its second team from the league due 

 to a shortage of players and needed to take a decision before the end of the 

 season as to whether to enter one or two teams for the league in 2013.  
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 Mr Davies remarked on the excellent condition of the cricket pitches during 

 the season and he complemented the Senior Groundsman on the standard of 

 his workmanship.  However he explained the difficulties that the Club was 

 encountering in paying the annual fee charged by the Council when the 

 number of players was falling and several matches had been cancelled.  

 Members of the Council were asked if the format for charging could be re-

 assessed as part of a review of the agreement between the Council and the 

 Club.  Otherwise, Mr  Davies suggested that, for the number of matches 

 involved, it might be more economical for the Club to hire pitches in 

 Cambridge to play their home matches.  

 

(c)  Colts Cricket 

 

 Mr Evans advised that he would now be representing the Colts Cricket Club at 

 meetings of the Advisory Committee.  He reiterated the comments of Mr 

 Davies with regard to the helpfulness and performance of the Senior 

 Groundsman and expressed the view that the pitches were in better condition 

 than they had ever been.   

 

 He also drew attention to the problems that had been experienced with match 

 cancellations over the course of the wet summer.  As a result of the weather, 

 only 4 home matches had been played by the Colts and again a shortage of 

 players meant that there was likely to be an under 12 team only in 2013.  Mr 

 Evans also referred to the difficulty presented by paying an annual fee when so 

 few matches were being played and asked the Council if the structure of 

 charging could be reviewed, especially as it was unlikely that matches that 

 were cancelled could be re-arranged as was the case with football. 

  

 In reply to questions by Members of the Council with regard to the need to 

 attract more players, Mr Davies and Mr Evans referred to the steps taken by 

 the Clubs to try to encourage more people to take part.  However competing 

 interests for young people, the length of the football season which now 

 overlapped with cricket in the summer and the cost of cricket equipment  had 

 meant that it had become increasingly difficult to attract new players. 

 

 Both Mr Davies and Mr Evans referred to damage to cricket equipment in the 

 store room at the New Pavilion which had been caused by someone leaving a 

 tap running after having marked the lines for football pitches.  In addition, the 

 white liner stored in the room had been ruined and had had to be replaced at a 

 cost in excess of £100.  Mr Wells indicated that he was unaware of the 

 incident and suggested that notices should be displayed in the store room to 

 ensure that people using the lining machine were aware of the need to switch 

 off taps before they left. 

 

 With the possibility of the Recreation Ground not being used for cricket, the 

 Clubs’ representatives were asked for their views about the usage of a possible 

 MUGA for cricket in addition to football.  In response, they indicated that they 

 thought that this might enable urban cricket to be played and that some use 

 might be made of the facility when it was too wet to use the traditional pitches. 

 

(d)  Colts Football 
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 Mr Wells advised that the Colts Football Club was experiencing no difficulty 

 in recruiting players, most of whom lived in Waterbeach.  A separate girls 

 team no longer existed but mixed teams were able to play up to a certain age 

 limit.  Mr Wells suggested that the Club was one of the best organised in the 

 area with costs being subsidised by sponsors providing football kits and by the 

 annual  Beer Festival.   

 

 Nevertheless Mr Wells also suggested that the fees charged to the Club for the 

 use of the pitches was too high.   

 

(e)  Football Club 

 

 In view of the absence of a representative from the Football Club, Mr Wells 

 suggested that the fees again were an issue.  He maintained that the Council 

 needed to cut the Recreation Ground for use by the public generally and that 

 the cost should not be reflected in the charge to the Football Clubs.  He 

 suggested that the Clubs received little value from the fees that they paid other 

 than goal mouth maintenance but he was reminded by Members of the Council 

 of the ongoing costs incurred by the Council in terms of pitch maintenance and 

 preparedness and in maintaining the New Pavilion for changing 

 accommodation, etc.   

  

(f)  Tennis  

 

 A representative of the users of the tennis courts was not in attendance 

 

 

19/12 MATTERS RAISED BY THE COUNCIL 

 

Councillor Kay referred to the need for a meeting with representatives of the Football 

Clubs to discuss a number of issues relating to the fixture list, changes made to the list 

without consultation with the Senior Groundsman and the condition in which the New 

Pavilion was left after use on occasion.  Contact details for a meeting were provided 

by Mr Wells. 

 

Arising from a reminder by the Assistant Clerk that the Football Club had not bolted 

the crossbars to the uprights as requested by the Senior Groundsman, Mr Wells 

advised that he would refer this to the Club for their attention. 

 

 

20/12 ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA 

 

No items were raised for inclusion on the agenda for the next meeting of the 

Committee. 

 

 

 

The meeting closed at 8.50 p.m. 
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Chairman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


