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WATERBEACH PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a meeting of the Recreation Users Committee of Waterbeach Parish 

Council held on 13th March 2012 at 7.30 p.m. at the New Pavilion, Cambridge Road, 

Waterbeach. 

 

PRESENT 

 

Councillors N Kay, M Howlett, A Lloyd and D Smart. 

 

IN ATTENDANCE 

 

Mr J Davies, Waterbeach Cricket Club 

Mr P Hancey representing tennis players 

Mr A Reuben, Waterbeach Bowls Club 

Mr K Wells, Waterbeach Colts Football and Football Clubs. 

 

APOLOGIES 

 

Apologies were submitted on behalf of Councillors B Bull, P Johnson and Smith. 

 

 

24/11 ELECTION OF CHAIR 

 

In the absence from the meeting of the Chair of the Committee, it was 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 that Councillor Kay be elected as Chair for the purposes of this meeting. 

 

Councillor Kay in the Chair  

 

25/11 MINUTES 
 

The minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 13th December 2011 were 

signed as a correct record by the Chairman. 

 

 

26/11 MEMBERS INTERESTS 

 

No declarations of interest were made in respect of items appearing on the agenda. 

 

 

27/11 MULTI-USE GAMES AREA 

 

Mr Wells advised that he had visited a similar multi-use games area elsewhere and 

had photographs and catalogues which he would bring to the following meeting of the 

Committee.   

 

 

28/11 TILLAGE HALL 
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The Acting Clerk reported on the current situation with regard to the Tillage Hall in 

terms of the issues that still remained to be finalised with the lease to the Trustees.   

 

Mr Wells confirmed that the Tillage Hall would not be required for the proposed Beer 

Festival organised by the Colts Club at the Recreation Ground and was only used for 

the Club’s prize giving event.  Mention was made of the arrangements for the ‘Big 

Picnic’ at the Recreation Ground by the Community Association on 3rd June to 

commemorate the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee.  

 

 

29/11 OUTDOOR FITNESS AND PLAY EQUIPMENT. 

 

The Club’s representatives were informed that the occasion of the ‘Big Picnic’ would 

be used to canvass public opinion on the type and location of play and outdoor fitness 

equipment that could be installed in the village.  Discussion arose as to whether this 

would be better placed in one location or distributed throughout the village.  Mr 

Hancey mentioned that equipment had recently been installed at Histon which he 

undertook to look at and report back to a future meeting. 

 

The Acting Clerk reported on the receipt by the Council of money from section 106 

agreements arising from development in Waterbeach which could be used for open 

space and sports and play facilities. 

 

 

30/11 MATTERS RAISED BY USERS. 

 

(a) Bowls Club  

 

Mr Reuben complimented the Groundsman on the standard of the bowling 

green at the start of the season and indicated that he would supply copies of 

the fixtures list to the Groundsman and Acting Clerk.  Use of the green would 

commence on 21st April with the first match being played on 4th May. 

 

Although the fault with the watering system had been identified and rectified, 

Mr Reuben drew attention to the need for maintenance of the pavilion, 

including the provision of a five lever mortice deadlock which was a pre-

requisite of the Club’s insurance policy.  Councillor Lloyd offered to 

undertake an inspection of the pavilion with Mr Reuben who was invited to 

submit a list of repairs that he thought necessary for consideration by the 

Council. 

 

(b) Cricket and Colts Cricket Clubs 

 

With regard to the condition of the kitchen in the New Pavilion, Mr Davies 

asked that the fitting of the replacement units be progressed.  Although Mr 

Wells had indicated at a previous meeting that club members might be able to 

assist, he now indicated that he felt that this should be undertaken by the 

Council, given the fact that the clubs were charged for the use of the facilities.  

The Acting Clerk explained that the work would have to be undertaken by an 

external contractor in view of the plumbing required and he also queried 

whether the units available might be suitable for the space available. 
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The Chair confirmed that the store room at the rear of the New Pavilion had 

been cleared of the Council’s old records and was now available for use by the 

clubs.  Mr Davies reported that the cricket nets had been vandalised, although 

he had not personally seen the extent of the damage.  He advised that that he 

would advise the Council whether he considered that they could be repaired or 

would need replacement and would also submit details of the cost of extending 

the cricket matting. 

 

Mr Davies also undertook to supply copies of the cricket fixtures list to the 

Groundsman and the Acting Clerk. 

 

The Acting Clerk advised that repairs were being undertaken to the roller by 

the Groundsman and there was some uncertainty as to whether the hosepipe 

ban recently introduced by Anglian Water would apply to Waterbeach as the 

Parish was supplied by Cambridge Water Company. 

 

(c) Colts Football and Football 

 

In reply to a request by Mr Wells for the pitches to be rolled, the Groundsman 

reported that the rolling of pitches with a clay subsoil was not advisable as this 

would compact the ground and lead to problems both in terms of drainage and 

poor grass growth.  He advised that a new chain harrow was on order which 

would help as he had been unable to use the existing machine and he indicated 

that he would use the light roller on the ‘Topper’ which should help. 

 

The Groundsman advised that ideally the pitches should be renovated and then 

treated regularly in future years and he undertook to prepare a maintenance 

schedule for consideration by the Council. 

 

In view of the condition of the current goal posts, Mr Wells indicated that he 

would obtain details of the costs of moveable posts that could be stored 

between games and therefore be less vulnerable to wear from the weather and 

from vandalism. 

 

(d) Tennis  

 

Mr Hancey thanked the Committee for the opportunity to be able to attend 

meetings and speak on behalf of the users of the tennis courts at the Recreation 

Ground.  He expressed his appreciation for the replacement tennis nets that 

had been erected recently by the Council and reminded Members that the signs 

asking non players to respect the court had still to be obtained. 

 

The Groundsman had treated the moss on the tennis courts but this had not 

been cleared completely.  Although Mr Hancey indicated that this was not 

affecting the players at the moment, the Groundsman indicated that he would 

try other means of clearing the moss.  Having regard to the presence of broken 

glass on the courts from time to time, the Groundsman undertook to check 

before the weekend and to leave a brush in the shed and provide Mr Hancey 

with a key for use at weekends. 

   

 

31/11 MATTERS RAISED BY THE COUNCIL. 
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The Acting Clerk drew attention to contracts that he had located between the Council 

and the clubs but which did not appear to have been signed.  The Clubs’ 

representatives were of the opinion that these were the only agreements that had been 

drafted. 

 

As the agreements were now out of date, the Acting Clerk indicated that new 

documents would need to be drafted for consideration at a future meeting. 

 

In response to a question by the Acting Clerk with regard to the amount of usage of 

the ground for the purpose of invoicing the Clubs for their usage of the Recreation 

Ground, Mr Davies and Mr Wells were unsure of the matches that had been played 

but Mr Wells asked that a discount be applied to the football club as they had been 

unable to train at Waterbeach because of inadequate lighting and had to pay to train at 

Cottenham.   

 

The Acting Clerk advised the clubs’ representatives that while there would be no 

increase in charges for the current year, fees would rise by 3.95% in 2012/13.  

 

 

32/11 CALENDER OF MEETINGS 

 

It was reported that the calendar of meetings for 2012/13 had been approved by the 

Council, although the Acting Clerk undertook to check the schedule after his attention 

was drawn to an error in the date of the Recreation Users Committee meeting in 

September. 

 

 

33/11 ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA 

 

Mr Wells requested that the following items be included on the agenda for the 

meeting to be held on 26th June 2012 – 

 

Waterbeach Charity Cup 

Beer festival by the Football Club at the start of the season. 

 

 

 

The meeting closed at 8.45 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

Chairman. 


