
 

Waterbeach Parish Council   

WATERBEACH   PARISH   COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at  

7:30 PM on Tuesday the 4th July 2023 in the Parish Office    

 

THOSE PRESENT / APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Present:  Chair - Cllr Clive Rabbett (CR); Cllr Jane Williams (JW); Cllr Brian Williams (BW); Cllr Mick 

Bavester (MB); Cllr Ivan Gilzean (IG); Cllr David Smart (DS); Cllr Kate Grant (KG); and Cllr Martin 

Howlett (MH) (10) 

Apologies:  Cllr Michael Williamson (MW) (1)  Cllr Bruce Overhill (BO) (personal commitments) 

Also Present:  Locum Clerk & RFO Libby White (LW) and 5 members of the public. 

23/29 OPEN FORUM 

A resident provided the parish council with an update on work undertaken at the Chittering 

playpark, with the permission of the members.  They also requested an update on the 

installation of the bollards and noted to members that the bin needs emptying.   

 

23/30 MEMBERS INTERESTS 

None. 

 

23/31 APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

a) It was proposed by Cllr B Williams, seconded by Cllr J Williams that the minutes of the full 

council meeting held on 6th June 2023 be approved and signed as a true record. 

In favour: 4 Against: 2   Abstention: 2  CARRIED 

It was proposed by Cllr J Williams, seconded by Cllr M Howlett that the minutes of the full 

council meeting held on 20th June 2023 be approved and signed as a true record. 

In favour: 8 Against: 0   Abstention: 0  CARRIED 

b) An update on actions from the meetings held in June was provided by the Locum Clerk. 

 

23/41 HEALTH & SAFETY  

Item was brought before item 23/32 

Chittering Playpark 

It was noted that members were not entirely sure if the grant has for the bollards and gate 

has been applied for.   

Action: Clerk to check through the old assistant clerk’s emails. 

It is felt that there is still work to be completed before the matting is installed on 10th July.  

Items include, Groundsman to clear the vegetation, ivy on the wall to be removed, brambles, 

briars sticking out, nettles, etc. 

Action: circulate the RoSPA play inspection report (annual) received.  Ensure that the DBS 

check has been carried out on the assistant groundsman. 

Cemetery 

The cemetery wall buttress has fallen down.  Photos have been sent to the Locum Clerk and 

need to be reviewed and a structural survey should be carried out on the cemetery walls.   

Action: to see if the council has used a surveyor recently and seek a quote. 
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Near the Commonwealth War Graves there appears to be a loose brick in wall. 

Other H&S Items 

It was noted that the fence backing on to the track on Providence Way is collapsing.   

There is some frost damage to brick work at the Fire Engine House.  Suggested to seek quotes 

to repair before the next winter period. 

The new defibrillators should have been ordered.  It was requested that this is checked and to 

make sure there are extra consumables ordered to due delays noted by suppliers when 

ordering replacement items. 

It was suggested to reinstall the mobile vehicle activated sign to monitor vehicles speeding 

through the village.  

It was noted that there is a large overgrown hedge at Box Tree Cottage which is overgrowing 

the pavement making it unsafe for pedestrians.  C Cllr has mentioned that they will speak to 

officers to investigate. 

 

23/32 ACCOUNTS 

This item followed 23/41 

a) It was proposed by Cllr M Howlett, seconded by Cllr Bavester, and RESOLVED that the 

payment of accounts for the past month were approved.   

In favour: 7 Against: 2   Abstention: 0  CARRIED 

b) No further invoices were presented. 

c) The bank reconciliation for May 2023 and the bank totals were noted by members. 

d) A grant application for Waterbeach Military Museum asking for £2,000 was considered 

by members.  Standing Orders were suspended to allow questions of the military 

museum attendee at the meeting.  It was confirmed that admission is free to the 

museum.  It was proposed by Cllr Bavester, seconded by Cllr B Williams and RESOLVED 

that a donation of £2,000 be provided to the Waterbeach Military Museum. 

In favour: 8 Against: 0   Abstention: 1  CARRIED 

The application from Beach Churches requesting £1,000 was considered by members.  It 

was proposed by Cllr B Williams, seconded by Cllr Gilzean and RESOLVED by a unanimous 

vote that the grant be provided to the group, clarifying with them that they are free to 

use the Recreation Ground but they must advise the Clerk when this will be. 

Action: Grants to be paid to the Waterbeach Military Museum and the Beach Churches 

 

23/33 FINANCES 

a) Due to the absence of both Cllr Williamson and the Clerk the Year End position in respect 

to the accounts was deferred to a later meeting. 

b) Due to the absence of Cllr Williamson, approval the Annual Statement of Accounts for 

the AGAR was deferred to a later meeting. 

 

23/34 WATERBEACH PARISH COUNCIL ADMINISTRATION MATTERS 

a) It was noted that the new website for the parish council was under way.  It was proposed 

by Cllr J Williams, seconded by Cllr Howlett and RESOLVED by a unanimous vote to get 

the website provider, Aubergine, to create a new parish council logo which can be used 

on the website, social media and letterheads.  The designs to be presented to the parish 

council for consideration. 

Action: instruct Aubergine to create a new parish council logo.  

b) The Chair noted his concerns about the amount of money held, and feels that there 

needs to be a full financial audit to review everything and review S106.  It was proposed 

https://www.waterbeach.org.uk/opus/php/wbpc/Documents/Accounts/Council/Accounts230704.pdf
https://www.waterbeach.org.uk/opus/php/wbpc/Documents/Reports/Council/Reports230704/May2023_BankRec.pdf
https://www.waterbeach.org.uk/opus/php/wbpc/Documents/Reports/Council/Reports230704/June2023_BankTotals.PDF
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by Cllr Rabbett, seconded by Cllr Howlett and RESOLVED by a unanimous vote for the 

Clerk to seek quotes and understand what is covered when reviewing the accounts to 

cover a two-year period.  

Action: Clerk to seek quotes for a financial audit of the parish councils accounts. 

c) It was proposed by Cllr Rabbett, seconded by Cllr Gilzean and RESOLVED by a unanimous 

vote to have a GDPR Impact Assessment Audit carried out to review parish council 

activities at a cost of £80 + VAT per hour. 

Action: Clerk to instruct the quoting company to carry out the GDPR audit. 

d) It was proposed by Cllr Howlett, seconded by Cllr Bavester and RESOLVED by a 

unanimous vote that a health and safety audit of the parish council’s risk assessments, 

procedures, etc. be carried out at a cost of £750+VAT.  

Action: Clerk to instruct the quoting company to carry out the H&S audit. 

e) It was proposed by Cllr Gilzean, seconded by Cllr Bavester and RESOLVED by a unanimous 

vote that a parish council ‘health check’ be carried out with the Finance Committee 

involved in the review.   

Action: Clerk to get this health check underway. 

f) With the absence of Cllr Williamson and the Clerk, this item was deferred to the extra 

ordinary meeting to be held later in the month.  

 

23/35 WATERBEACH LIBRARY 

The request from Waterbeach Library to consult the future of the library service was 

discussed by members.  It was proposed by Cllr Bavester, seconded by Cllr Gilzean and 

RESOLVED that this be approved in principal with volunteers researching the cost to use Royal 

Mail Business Reply Service, and bring back to a meeting for final sign off  

In favour: 6   Against: 0 Abstention:  2 CARRIED 

 

23/36 WATERBEACH BOWLS CLUB 

The Bowls Club Working Group report was shared and considered by members.  Due to serious 

ongoing disruption by a member of the public the meeting was closed at 9.14pm with all other 

items deferred. 

 

23/37 CO-OPTION 

a) Deferred to a later meeting. 

b) Deferred to a later meeting. 

  

23/38 NOTICE OF CANCELLATION OF AUGUST MEETING 

Deferred to a later meeting. 

 

23/39 GREEN SPACES 

 Deferred to a later meeting.  

 

23/40 OFFICER & COUNCILLOR, COMMITTEE AND GROUP UPDATES 

Deferred to a later meeting.  
 

Meeting closed at 9.14pm. 
 
 
Signed:  ...............................................................................    Date:  .....................................  
Chair 


