
District Councillors’ Report to Parish Councils – September 2019 

Extension of platforms at Waterbeach Railway Station: 
Network Rail are due to start work on the long awaited extension to the railway platforms at the 
start of September; this forms part of an upgrade to the Kings Lynn Line.  The whole programme of 
works at Waterbeach will be finished by the end of July 2020 and for most of the time the station 
will be open as normal although the footpath at the end of the Ely bound platform will be closed for 
the duration of the works. This is for safety reasons and to lessen the overall time the work will take. 
However, there will be some weekends where Network Rail will be taking possession of the line for 
piling, overhead line and signalling works, and lastly the commissioning of the platforms, which 
means the station will be shut; but, the road will be open and the level crossing barriers up for the 
majority of the time.  
 
No trains will be operating on the following dates and between the following times: 
05/10/19 (01:00 Sat) - 07/10/19 (05:00 Mon) 
12/10/19 (01:00 Sat) – 14/10/19 (05:00 Mon) 
26/10/19 (01:00 Sat) – 28/10/19 (05:00 Mon) 
09/11/19 (01:00 Sat) – 11/11/19 (05:00 Mon) 
24/12/19 (00:25 Tues) – 27/12/19 (05:00 Fri) 
Plus one shorter weekend closure in 2020:  9th-10th May – lasting 27 hours in total. 
 
Some of the works will be noisy; during the first three weekend closures, piling will take place 
whereby steel rods will be drilled down into the ground.  Network Rail have informed me that this 
will be an average of 75 decibels reaching just over 100 decibels at intervals.  Temporary screens and 
covers will be erected to mitigate against these noise levels which will also be under constant 
monitoring and kept to less than an hour at a time. This will all be part of a noise vibration 
management plan which has to first receive permission from SCDC.  
Even when Network Rail have finished work on site, passengers are still very unlikely to see any eight 
carriage trains stopping at Waterbeach before December 2020 which will coincide with a new 
timetable across the network.  Abellio Greater Anglia are commissioning new rolling stock so more 
comfortable and longer trains are on the horizon but still a while to wait. 
 
Taxi Consultation 
South Cambs District Council is reviewing its Taxi Policy and proposes changes for licensed Private 
Hire and Hackney Carriage vehicles, drivers and operators. The aim is to improve safety for the 
travelling public and to improve air quality. As Chair of the Licensing Committee Anna attended a 
two-day workshop at which drivers and operators were able to ask questions and present their 
views. In order to understand the concerns of businesses, Anna and Licensing Officers have visited 
three of the major operators in the District. The proposed new policy is here  
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/media/13726/final-proposed-policy-050719.pdf  We will be taking 
account of all the concerns expressed in finalising the new policy, which will be considered by 
Committee and then by full Council. The changes include introduction of a probationary period of 
one year for drivers and operators,  limits on the age of the vehicle, CCTV in vehicles, vehicles issued 
with a plate exemption only to be used for executive chauffeur work,  a certificate of emissions 
compliance and new requirements for zero and low emissions vehicles. All new and renewing Private 
Hire vehicles must display the Licensing Authority approved door signs on both rear passenger doors 
in a prominent position. The signs include the wording "Private Hire Vehicle - Must be Pre-booked 
with Operator".   
You can have your say here before 23 September 2019: 
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/licensing/types-of-licence/taxi-licences/taxi-consultation/ 
 
 

https://www.scambs.gov.uk/media/13726/final-proposed-policy-050719.pdf
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/licensing/types-of-licence/taxi-licences/taxi-consultation/


Anglers Way, Waterbeach 
Anna has raised the concerns of residents and the parish council with the District Planners. Some 
residents have been in occupation since December 2017 but still the playground and balancing pond 
are unfinished and dangerous and there have been accidental releases of foul water into the local 
ditches because pipework was connected incorrectly. This has now been rectified but Anna  
reported the pollution to the Environment Agency, met the Persimmon Construction Manager on 
site and is seeking enforcement of planning conditions.  
    
Zero Carbon Community Grants 
This new fund has now been launched, and applications have to be in by 31stOctober, with an 
evening information event at Cambourne on 4thSept 6-8pm. The grant can be from £1,000 to 
£15,000, and can be for anything that reduces the Carbon Footprint of the village – from 
encouraging cycling (e.g. cycle racks) to Electronic Vehicle charging points in village car parks and 
solar panels. Suggestions included waste reduction, giving advice on insulation and reducing 
draughts, through to communal heating schemes, wind or water power and feasibility studies for 
larger projects, an electric pool car for communal use, repair cafés, clothes swap scheme, 
community tree planting, community orchard, putting in water points or fountains. Matched funding 
is not necessarily required.  
There must be involvement of a community group and engagement with the community as part of 
the project, and the officers Emma Dyer and Siobhan Mellon are pleased to give advice to applicants 
if their idea is more complicated. SCDC has £91,000 to give this year, and there is expected to be stiff 
competition, but if a good idea comes up that would also make some return, the Council may decide 
to invest in the project too. 
The County Council has a separate fund from the Office for Low Emission Vehicles (OLEV) to support 
installation of electric vehicle charging points – up to £7,500 per project can be claimed from that 
fund for publicly available charging points. 
  
North East Cambridge 
Waste Water Treatment Works relocation 
The process for this has been moving forwards slowly. Now that the mechanism for handling the HIF 
grant has been agreed (via the City Council to Anglian Water), the evidence needed will be pulled 
together through a number of studies. The Development Consent Order process is limited to a year 
from start to finish (this is the same process of planning control that was used for the A14 project). 
However this means that there are at least 2 years prior to this during which the evidence is 
assembled, including 3 rounds of consultation. The hearings would then be held by the Planning 
Inspectorate and judgement issued within a year. 
 
North East Cambridge Area Action Plan (NECAAP) 
The conclusions from the Issues and Options consultation are being worked on, and further 
consultations on the plans to develop the area are coming soon.  The ‘trip budget’ for this whole 
area is limited to the number of car trips currently generated by the Science Park. The vision is to 
provide homes for young professionals who might be working on the Science Park or in that new 
quarter of Cambridge. There is evidence from Eddington that such people may choose to use fewer 
cars. They provided one parking space there for every 5 flats, the ‘U’ bus service, and membership of 
a car club to all residents, and the car parks are usually well under capacity. The residential 
development near the station cannot be occupied until around 2025 as the WWTW has to move 
away first. However the intensification of use of the Science Park with ever-larger office and R&D 
premises replacing the original buildings started last year, and the huge building at 1-22 with its 
large multi-storey car park (still within the ‘trip budget?) is rising out of the ground. 
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