
Waterbeach Parish Council 
Council meeting 4 December 2018 

 
Clerk’s report 
 

H&S update 

Baby changing facilities at the school: We have been in touch again with the school about 

installing baby changing facility in the community room. We have offered to purchase for their 

staff to install or if that is not their preferred method, then confirm the dimensions and their 

agreement for us to organise. 

Sports pavilion toilets and pump: I understand that there have always been intermittent 

problems with the sport pavilion toilets and the pumps, especially in periods of heavy rain. 

However, I have had to organise three call outs in the last month.  Binders have been out to 

service the system and an engineer has reported that a number of remedial works are 

necessary – I am organising for these to be done as a matter or some urgency.  

Chittering Playpark: The park was cleaned up recently and I am trying to identify contractors 

who could provide a regular service.  I have quotes in for the removal of the tree and can 

organise this. The conifer and fence are the next issues to be tackled and I have made initial 

contact with the owner of the adjoining property. Meanwhile I am awaiting delivery of bird 

spikes to go on top of the swings. These were recommended by RoSPA.  

CamLocks Playground - Following Council’s agreement in principle to take on the play area (but not 

the maintenance of the grassed areas and drainage maintenance – ref 17/179 from January 

meeting),  John Darlington has asked me to share an update with you: “Morris Homes have been 

very slow in responding to numerous queries that we raised with them last July, prior to instructing 

solicitors to proceed with the conveyancing work.  We now have their replies except for one, which 

is anticipated any time now. Hopefully, we will then be able to complete the legals in the first half of 

next year. Once the freehold transfer to Camlocks has been registered at the Land Registry, we will 

be able to agree with the Council a transfer plan for the playground area and the Council should 

then be in a position to instruct their own solicitors.” 

A new playground for Haling Park - The residents association has been advised to get some pre-

planning advice from SCDC. The WPC also needs to be at this meeting and I am looking to get this 

arranged. 

Councillor email addresses – I am keen to introduce safer email communications channels by using 

generic waterbeach.org.uk addresses for future email correspondence to/from Parish Councillors by 

the turn of the year. This is recommended good practice by the Data Protection Officer and provides 

additional safeguards against misappropriation/misuse of data. Michael has kindly agreed to set up 

the accounts and we will provide advice to each Councillor on how to access and use it.  

Matters leading to Judicial Review Ref Minute 18/72 - I was first asked to pursue a claim in August 

(minute ref 18/72) and have since then been frustrated at a lack of response from CAPALC’s insurers 

despite a number of chasers. It appears that our initial letter/email fell into a black hole at the 

insurers, but even now it is still being bounced between different parties. I have therefore asked the 

solicitors who undertook the independent review to issue a formal solicitor’s letter to get this 

moving – and will continue to log the costs onto the claim.    

http://www.waterbeach.org.uk/opus/php/wbpc/Documents/Minutes/Council/Minutes180109.pdf


An Emergency Plan for Waterbeach - we are in the process of getting this updated. Councillors may 

have detailed knowledge of individuals/organisations with relevant skills or equipment who may be 

willing to lend help.  If so please help get the message out that this is in preparation and encourage 

them to contact the Parish Office (01223 441338/council@waterbeach.org.uk) so we can get some 

details.  

Cambridgeshire Parishes conference on 23 November - this event was organised by the County 

Council land supported by the Combined Authority for Cambridgeshire and Peterborough. 85 

parishes were represented.  The keynote speaker was James Palmer, Mayor of the Combined 

Authority who explained about his emit and his ambitions for the County. These are extensive. The 

A10 dualling was mentioned as one of a long list of infrastructure projects that need delivering.  A 

number of questions from the floor expressed dissatisfaction over the state of local bus services. He 

is expecting the outcome of a service review shortly and is clearly a fan of franchising. Any proposals 

for change would be the subject of a public consultation.  

Representatives from Cambridgeshire Insight had prepared a Parish profile for each Parish pulling 

together the most up to date data they have on key statistics. The link to the Waterbeach profile is 

here: https://cambridgeshireinsight.org.uk/parish-profile/.  It is not perfect and in the case of our 

village, the withdrawl of the military in 2013 and the rate of housebuilding since then mean that the 

figures will not be accurate – but they are likely to be the best available.   

Bowls pavilion - Bowls club reps have now met Michael Scott to go through the requirements. He 

will now turn this into a planning spec which the Council can consider before it is submitted to the 

planners 

LCPAS Training events - LCPAS has forwarded their outline training programme for December and 

the first half of 2019. The Admin Clerk has attended bite-sized sessions on an Introduction to 

Neighbourhood Planning, and on Consultations at a total cost of £80 which, due to the short notice, 

were approved by the Chair of the Employment Panel. The courses are open to Councillors as well as 

Clerks – I will circulate a list.  

Accounts holdings: 
Cambridge Building Society  £82,725.56 

Camb and Counties Bank  £80,291.25 

Close Brothers   £83,742.53 

Unity Trust   £314,292.72 

CCLA    £279,157.82 

 

Upcoming Meetings and events  

Dec 24 Carols on the Green 

Dec 22 – January 1 2019 (inclusive) – closure of the Parish office 

2019 

Jan 6  – closure of road 20m either side of the level crossing between 00:30 and 08:30.  

Jan 8 – Council meeting (TBC) 

Jan 9 – SCDC Waterbeach Community Forum (Baptist Church) 

22 Jan– SCDC Scrutiny and Overview Committee to discuss SPD (TBC) 

6 Feb – SCDC Cabinet to consider SPD (TBC). 

24 to 26 May – Colts Beer Festival 

9 June – Waterbeach Feast 

15 June – Waterbeach Dog Show 

mailto:441338/council@waterbeach.org.uk
https://cambridgeshireinsight.org.uk/parish-profile/

