
Local plan review  - note from Tim Slater, Planning consultant to WPC 

Consultation runs from 5 Jan to 16 Feb. 

As I explained at the last meeting the LPAs have submitted a series on major and minor 

modifications to the plan in response to changes in circumstance (policies changing or developments 

being approved/ built) since the deposit plan was published and to reflect changes agreed within the 

examination process itself. 

The modifications to the plan are currently out to consultation however representations can only be 

made in relation to the modifications proposed - not to enable revisiting of past matters. 

The Councils are seeking your views on Main Modifications to the South Cambridgeshire Local Plan 

and Cambridge Local Plan. The Inspectors examining the Local Plans have identified Main 

Modifications that they consider may be necessary in order for the Local Plans to be found ‘sound’. 

At the same time, the Councils have published some Additional (minor) Modifications, such as 

typographical errors and factual updates. 

Having regard to Policy SS/5 which deals with the proposed Waterbeach new settlement there are 

24 mods proposed- some technical but some potentially more significant. 

 Nos- the MM056 introduces the word approximately before 8000-9000 dwellings 

 Linkage to village- limited and controlled access with emphasis on public transport cycle and 

foot 

 Setting of Denny abbey and SAM  

 Notes possible odour impacts from waste management park 

 Introduction of park and ride on A10 served by segregated busway to Cambridge 

Proposed mods summary and recommendation 

These should be read in conjunction with the Modifications extract sent with this paper as it gives 

the full changes. Wording struck through is proposed to be removed; proposed new text is in bold 

and underlined. 

SC-MM056 

It is suggested that WPC object to the insertion of the word approximately in to the policy as it 

reduces clarity and precision and it is not clear from the text what the term approximately means in 

this context.  

It is noted that the actual number is to be assessed through the SPD which is not yet published and 

as such the Parish has no confidence that this will adequately control the development. 

CS-MM057 

NB this MM changes the wording in relation to the relationship of eh new settlement from 

Waterbeach; previously it referred to being separate from the village- this is now changed- which 

potentially could lead to physically  joined up settlement.  

https://www.scambs.gov.uk/mainmods


WPC to consider this proposed change as the connection / separation from the village was a matter 

of concern at previous discussions; I am not clear if there was a consensus from previous discussions 

and a formal view from the council as a whole.  

SC-MM058 

Similar to 57 in relation to removing wording that sought to separate the settlement from the 

village. Other changes refer to ‘limited and controlled’ road access opportunities alongside walking 

and cycling. 

SC-MM059 

Relocated railway station- as you are aware this forms part (and a big part) of the Ely to Cambridge 

study recommendations) and is likely figure strongly in the SPD. 

As part of this there is a park and ride and possibly a segregated bur route to Cambridge. 

Does the Parish wish to make any comment on this at this stage? 

SC-MM061 and 062 

Relationship of northern edge- to Denny Abbey and Research Park 

I’m not sure this change makes much difference- Members may not agree. 

SCMM063 

Allows land outside of the major dev site to be used for infrastructure drainage and habitat 

mitigation- which is in principle ok, however I am concerned that informal open space could be 

displaced off site- which in turn would possibly lead to additional net developable areas on site. This 

could be seen as possibly reducing density and therefore height, however in combination with the 

word  ‘approximately’ in MM056 it could lead to increased dev.  

Members may wish to consider how to respond to this change. 

SC-MM064 

No comment to mods 

SC-MM065 

No comment to mods a-d 

Having regard to the current Amey application member may wish to consider if mod ‘e’ addresses 

the parish’s concerns, or does not go far enough.  

SC-MM066 

No comment to mods 

SC-MM067-71 



No comment to mods 

SC-MM072 

SC- No comment to mods 

SC-MM073 

Phasing and delivery and the SPD 

The mods in MM 073 are essentially the brief provided to the SPD consultants and as such is 

effectively historic record; however the extent to which this is delivered is not yet clear. 

SC-MM074 

SPD preparation and consultation 

Members may wish to consider if they feel that residents and WPC has actually had a real 

opportunity to influence the SPD.  

SC-MM075 

Setting of Denny Abbey and Farmland Museum 

As withSC-MM063 if open space is placed outside of the dev there may be more opportunities for 

more dev inside the major development site. 

SC-MM076 

The mods remove the references to physical separation between the new settlement and the 

village; same point as in SC-MM057. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


