
WATERBEACH PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Council meeting 7 November 2017 

Item 17-131iii CamLocks 

 

Background Information 

 

This item is on the agenda so that Council can take a view on how to respond to the following 

approach from the CamLocks directors: 

 

You may recall that some considerable time ago now the Council passed a resolution 

in principle, and subject to various conditions, to adopt the Cam Locks Open Space 

area (except for the balancing pond) as this, and in particular the playground, was 

available for use by ALL Waterbeach residents, but is maintained at the sole expense 

of the Cam Locks homeowners through the Cam Locks Management Company 

Limited, of which I am the current chair.  I assume that this decision by WPC has not 

been revoked. 

  

As the adjoining Haddon Park development has now been completed (aside from the 

top road surfacing) and there has been further correspondence with James Fisher, the 

Section 106 officer for South Cambs District Council, the directors would like to have 

a meeting with you to discuss the present situation - to be attended by myself and at 

most two other directors.  

  

We should be very grateful if a meeting could be arranged and look forward to 

hearing from you with a suggested date and time.   

 

This seems to be a complicated issue to unravel. There are various references in previous 

meetings which are reproduced below. Councillors are also being sent copies of recent 

correspondence between the S106 Officer at the District Council and the Directors. 

 

  
Planning committee – 21 Oct 14:  
 
14/41 CAM LOCKS 
There was a discussion about the report circulated.  Councillor K Grant pointed out that there had 
been significant changes in the development layout between the original s106 agreement and the 
final development.  She felt the Council should not take on responsibility for the CamLocks open 
spaces without a commuted sum being paid. 
It was RESOLVED to refer the report to the Finance Committee to ask it to look in detail at the 
potential ongoing costs to the Council of maintenance of the playpark equipment as well as the open 
spaces themselves and to make a recommendation to Council. 
 
 
Finance Committee 28 Oct 2014: 
14 / 20 CAM LOCKS 

The committee reviewed the report referred from the Planning Committee to consider the financial 
implications of taking on the open spaces in this development. Standing orders were temporarily 
suspended to allow Mr Darlington, resident of Cam Locks, to speak. 
 



There was a discussion regarding the costs and practicalities of maintaining the open spaces and 
trees in the area in question. Despite concerns about how this situation had been allowed to come 
about, the committee felt that it was necessary to consider the situation as it is now. As Cam Locks 
residents are all paying the same level of precept as other residents of the village and the play area 
and open spaces are being used by other residents of the village, and will in due course be used by 
residents of other nearby new developments, it was not fair that Cam Locks residents should have to 
pay the costs of maintaining these areas on an ongoing basis. Also there will be a s106 lump sum due 
to be paid from the new Cody Road development on the assumption that they will not have to 
supply play equipment because new residents could use the Cam Locks play area. 
 

It was RESOLVED to recommend to the Parish Council that, subject to legal formalities and payment 
of the s106 lump sum for Cody Road, Waterbeach PC should take on responsibility for the Cam Locks 
open spaces and play area (but NOT the balancing pond). 
 
Proposed: Cllr Shipp.        Seconded: Cllr P Johnson Unanimous 
 

Council meeting 5 May 2015: 
 

15 / 1 HOUSING DEVELOPMENTS 

Cllr Bull read out the resolution passed last year regarding the conditions under which the Parish 
Council agreed to adopt the open spaces at CamLocks and explained that this could be impacted by 
the new planning application for the Cody Road development. As the new plans include the 
intention to install a toddler play area, this would affect the amount of money available for play 
areas under the draft s106 agreement.  It was agreed that there are still too many unanswered 
questions to enable the Parish Council to make any further decision on this at the present time.  The 
Clerk suggested that perhaps a meeting should be arranged between the interested parties. 
 
Council meeting 1 March 2016: 

 

15 / 2 CODY ROAD s106 OPTIONS / ADOPTION OF LAND  
(a) It was PROPOSED that Waterbeach Parish Council adopt the open space on the new 

development popularly known as Cody Road - planning reference S/0296/15/FL 

Proposed: Cllr Williams Seconded Cllr Shipp   

In Favour: 6  Against 7  

Motion NOT carried. 

  

(b) The council RESOLVED to put forward the comments from the planning committee with regards 

to landscaping i.e. that the Council are happy with the landscaping plan but a suggestion was made 

that it might be preferable to have a dedicated woodland area rather than tree planting around the 

houses as in years to come there could be problems with tree roots.  

Proposed: Cllr Gaunt Seconded Cllr Williams Unanimous 

 

(c) The Clerk was asked to advise the District Council that the Parish Council had no view as to 

whether play equipment should be installed on the open space. 


