
WATERBEACH PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Planning Application: S/1431/15/OL 
Residential Development and Associated Works including Access 
Land North of Bannold Road, Waterbeach, Cambridgeshire 
Miss Hannah Albans, Persimmon Homes East Midlands 
 
Waterbeach PC OBJECT to this planning application based on the following comments: 
 

 This is Green field land and outside the village envelope in order to protect the rural 
character of the village from this type of development.  This ought not to be changed 
without consultation with the people of Waterbeach.   There are also doubts about whether 
the way the site meets policies DP/1, DP/2, and DP/4. 

 The site is susceptible to flooding and building on it will endanger nearby properties.  We 
note that the Flood Risk Assessment (2.10) states “logically however any frontage units 
should have floor levels set slightly higher above the channel of the existing road to ensure 
that water conveyed in this way does not pose any risk of inundation”;  unfortunately for 
the existing residents in this area their floor areas cannot be raised!!   In the last 2 years 
Bannold Road has been severely flooded with both rain water and sewerage at least 6 times 
which has infiltrated residents properties.   Anglian Water cannot cope with the current 
levels of surface water and sewerage in bad weather conditions.   

 144 dwellings is over development of the site.  Whilst the existing street scene in the locality 
of Bannold Road comprises of large front gardens leading to detached housing and the ex-
army quarters to the north enjoy spacious public areas.  The Inspector’s agreement to 90 
houses was much more in keeping with the area.  The conditions he proposed in his 
judgement should also be applied with rigour including a footpath from the site to the 
Doctor’s surgery which does not appear on the plans.  144 dwellings may increase the 
number of vehicles by 300.  This will further reduce road safety in the already congested 
streets of Waterbeach in particular around the area since the sale and occupation of the ex 
MOD homes to the north of the site.  This is in addition to the ever increasing level of HGV 
and large farm vehicles using Bannold Road. 

 There are 2 existing junctions directly opposite the proposed access to the site creating road 
safety issues for motorists and pedestrians.  The main access could be positioned at the 
proposed emergency access which appears surplus to requirements. 

 The sensible conditions included by the Inspector who approved 90 houses for this site 
should be applied.  In particular 40% affordable housing should be included in any proposal. 

 Loss of green highway used by wildlife including foxes, hedgehogs, deer, owl and bats. 

 Inadequate bus service. 

 The road infrastructure around Waterbeach is at breaking point and needs improvement in 
capacity and traffic calming before any more building is allowed if our village is to be 
sustainable. 

 Primary School also creaking at the seams needs expansion to cope with the population 
increase which will result from this unplanned development. 
 


