
 

Issued: Thursday, 25 February 2016 

REPORT ON LETTER FROM SCDC REF S106 AGREEMENT FOR LAND TO THE WEST OF CODY ROAD 

PREPARED BY LIZ JONES, PARISH CLERK FOR WATERBEACH PARISH COUNCIL MEETING ON 1 March 2016 

 

Councillors should please read carefully the letter dated 11 February from James Fisher of SCDC.  

Arising from this there are three matters on which separate decisions need to be made – please see items 

A, B and C on page 2 of the letter. 

Please see overleaf for recommendations on this from the planning committee. 

 With respect to item A, the Council must decide whether or not they wish to adopt the Open Space 

on this site. Councillors should be aware that should the Parish Council decide NOT to adopt the 

open space, the £20,000 commuted sum falls away.  It is not paid to the management company. 

Residents of the new development would be responsible for paying for the upkeep of the area 

through a service charge paid to the management company 

 

 With respect to item B, Morris Homes invites the Parish Council to comment on the landscaping 

plans. There is a description of the proposed alternative layout on page 1 of the letter and plans 

attached. 

 

 With respect to item C, the Parish Council can ask for Morris Homes to install play equipment on 

the Open Space regardless of whether the Parish Council proposes to adopt the open space. The 

Parish Council could set a monetary cap on such a request. For example Morris Homes could be 

asked to install play equipment up to a value of £10,000 so that the Council would know that 

£78,098.11 of the s106 contribution would still be payable to Waterbeach Parish Council. Note that 

Morris Homes would have no obligation to take on board any of the comments made by the Parish 

Council  

 

 Councillors should understand that if there is a decision NOT to adopt the open space (item A) NOR 

to ask Morris Homes to install play equipment (item C) then the Council will have no rights over 

that land and thus no power subsequently to install or request installation of any play equipment 

on that open space.  

 

The decisions referred to above do NOT include Waterbeach Parish Council taking on any responsibility for 

the water attenuation tank referred to in the letter. 

It is envisaged that if the Parish Council were to adopt the public open space area then the Parish Council 

will be required to give an easement to the management company (which in any event will be set up to 

maintain the water attenuation tank) and that the management company themselves would be required to 

give a legal covenant whereby any works undertaken to the water attenuation tank would result in the 

management company having to relay the public open space to its previous standard. 

 

Liz Jones 

24 February 2016 

  



 

Issued: Thursday, 25 February 2016 

15/118 CODY ROAD OPEN SPACE 

The Council have now received a letter from James Fisher (Section 106 Officer, SCDC) 

relating to the public open spaces on the development of land West of Cody Road.  The 

letter requests that Waterbeach Parish Council consider three options and respond within 28 

days of the date of the letter (11 February 2016). 

The Planning Committee considered the three options in turn and gave their 

recommendations to go forward to the main Council at its meeting on Tuesday 1 March 

2016. 

 

Option A:   Recommend that the Council do not adopt 

 

Proposed:  Cllr K Grant       Seconded:  Cllr Gilzean    7 In Favour   2 Against 

 

Option B:   Landscaping – the Council are happy with landscaping plan.  A suggestion was 

made that it might be preferable to have a dedicated woodland area rather than tree planting 

around the houses as in years to come there could be problems with tree roots. 

 

Option C:  The Council recommend that the open space contribution is paid direct to the 

Parish Council and decisions and purchase of play equipment is subsequently taken by the 

Council. 

 

Proposed:  Cllr A Grant         Seconded: Cllr M Gaunt         UNANIMOUS  

 

 


