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WATERBEACH PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of a meeting of the Finance Committee of Waterbeach Parish Council held on Wednesday 2 

December 2015 at 7.30 pm at the Old Pavilion, Cambridge Road, Waterbeach. 

 

(Please note minute numbering corrected as there was an error in the agenda numbering) 

  

15 / 23 THOSE PRESENT / APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Present:  Cllrs Bull, Gilzean, K. Grant, P. Johnson, Shipp, Smart and M. Williamson (Chair) 

Apologies: None 

Not Present: Cllr Rabbett  

In attendance: E Jones, Parish Clerk/RFO 

 

15 / 24 OPEN FORUM 

No members of the public wished to speak. 

 

15 / 25 MINUTES 

The Minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 27 October 2015 were agreed and signed as a 

correct record by the Chairman. 

Proposed: Cllr P Johnson Seconded: Cllr Smart  

In favour: 5   Abstentions: 2 (not present at that meeting)  

 

15 / 26 MEMBERS’ INTERESTS 

No members’ interests were declared in relation to any agenda item. 

 

15 / 27 REVIEW OF FORECAST TO YEAR END MARCH 2016  

The RFO had provided a revised report with a few corrections. After some discussion of specific 

headings, it was agreed to revisit this in January when the December figures will be available. 

 

15 / 28 2016/17 BUDGET 

A first draft budget had been circulated. The following points were noted: -  

 Temporary staff budget to be increased to £13,000  

 Use of heating in the football pavilion to be monitored. We could look into improving the 

heating system in the pavilion. 

 Decided not to merge the headings of machinery store / servicing and spares  

 Look into options for an extension to the station car park. 

 Look at sports club sub-meter in the groundsman’s store as well as reading other meters. 

 Reduce fuel budget to £1,000 

 Look into increasing tennis court maintenance budget 

 Increase Play area maintenance including Chittering to £2,500 

 Village green maintenance- keep the budget line at £2,000  

 Cemetery water bill – Clerk to check if this is metered. 

 Tree Works - agreed to maintain higher budget at £5,000 for next year as work will be 

ongoing, there are a lot of large trees in the village and more frequent high winds. 

 Increase Office IT to £1,000 

 Amend Legal and Professional to £5,000 

 Reduce postage and stationery to £400 

 Clerk to check telephone and internet costs and see if they can be reduced 

 Already agreed that insurance provision will be reviewed this year  

 Increase election costs to £3,000 based on recent information from SCDC 

These changes result in an overall deficit of around £11,133 assuming the same level of precept is 

maintained. 

 

Additional potential grant income sources were suggested - Hansen / Mick George / Solar  

It was noted that there is the potential for some s106 funds from the County Council towards the 

proposed Toddler Playgroup building costs. 
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15 / 29 PRECEPT  

After some discussion about the accuracy of the figures from South Cambridgeshire District Council 

it was agreed that the council should not set a deficit budget in view of the many new properties due 

to be constructed in the coming year. It was recognised that this would require an increase in the 

precept. 

 

During this discussion Councillor Smart stated that he had put in a challenge to the auditors regarding 

best value. 

 

It had been agreed to hold a full Council meeting on Wednesday 20th January 2016 at which the 

precept could be confirmed.  Cllr K Grant offered her apologies for that date. 

 

The meeting was declared closed at 9.30 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chair 


