
Waterbeach 
Parish Council 

 
I HEREBY INFORM YOU THAT  MeeƟng of the Parish Council will be held at 7:30pm on Tuesday 5th of 
March 2024 in the Parish Office, RecreaƟon Ground, Waterbeach. Members of the Press and Public are 
welcome to aƩend. 

Mrs K Palmer 
Locum Clerk to Waterbeach Parish Council     
29th February 2024 

AGENDA 
  
 23/155 APPOINTMENT OF A CHAIRMAN Local Government Act 1972 S88 (1) 
  To record the resignaƟon of the outgoing Chairman, Clive RabbeƩ, and appoint 

a Chairman for the remainder of the municipal year 2023-2024. 
 
 23/156 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
  To record any Apologies for Absence. 
  
 23/157 OPEN FORUM Public Bodies (Admission to meeƟngs) Act 1960 

Open Forum of a maximum of fiŌeen minutes duraƟon for members of the 
public to address Councillors. Members of the public may speak for up to 3 
minutes to make representaƟons, ask quesƟons and give evidence at a meeƟng 
in respect of the business on the agenda (Standing orders 3e, 3f, and 3g). 
Anyone wishing to speak needs to be present at the beginning of the meeƟng. 
This is not a forum in which to raise complaints about the Parish Council or its 
staff, which should in the first instance be directed privately to the Parish Clerk 
so that it can be independently invesƟgated in accordance with the Council’s 
complaints procedure. 

 
 23/158 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS Localism Act 2011, s29 

To receive declaraƟons of interest from members and the nature of those 
interests in relaƟon to any agenda item. Councillors declaring a pecuniary 
interest are required to leave the room at the appropriate agenda item and 
only return once the vote on that item has been made. 

 
 23/159 MINUTES OF LAST MEETING 

To approve the Minutes of the meeƟng held on Tuesday 6th February 2024 as 
presented. 

 
 23/160 ACCOUNTS AND FINANCES 



i) To approve the payment of accounts and note any receipts for the 
month.  

ii) To agree any additional invoices presented not already on the 
schedule, if any.  

iii) To note the bank totals. 
iv) To note the date for a meeting with the Internal Auditor has been set 

for the 20/21st March 2024 at 7.30pm, subject to final confirmation. 
v) To note the External Auditor, PKF Littlejohn, has agreed to extend the 

deadline for Council to hold the public meeting relating to the Public 
Interest Report.  

 
 23/161 USE OF PARISH LAND 

To consider requests from various groups/clubs to use the Village Green. These 
being:  
Waterbeach Colts FC Beer FesƟval  - RecreaƟon Ground - 24/5/6th May 2024 
James Dean Funfair – Village Green - 25th March – 1st April 2024 
Heron Play Group – Village Green - 9th March 2024 
Waterbeach Dog Show - RecreaƟon ground - 15th September 2024  

    
 23/162 TILLAGE HALL 

To consider the maƩer of the Tillage Hall Management CommiƩee Trustees 
obtaining grant monies for works to the Hall independently. To further consider 
the maƩer of the grant funding being dependent on Tillage Hall Trustees having 
a current lease with the Parish Council. 

 
 23/163 CO-OPTION OF NEW COUNCILLORS Local Government Act 1972, S87(1) 
   To consider applicaƟons for the co-opƟon to the Parish Council 
 
 23/164 HEALTH & SAFETY UPDATES (IF ANY) 
 
 23/165 OFFICER UPDATES (IF ANY) 
 
 23/166 DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNILLOR UPDATES (IF PRESENT) 
 
 23/167 MATTERS TO BE REQUESTED FOR THE NEXT AGENDA (No discussions or 

decisions can be made) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SupporƟng Documents: 
Agenda Item 23/159 - Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held Tuesday 6th of February 
2024 at 7.30pm in the Parish Office. 

Statement from the Vice Chair of the Parish Council 
The Vice Chair, Cllr Jane Williams., stated to the meeƟng that due to a serious breach 
of personal data that had been obtained, the office was in lockdown and all 
members of staff would be currently working from home as it was deemed unsafe 
for Officers to be working in the office. The maƩer would be invesƟgated and 
findings would be brought back to the full council. She further advised that the Clerk 
was currently off sick and (JW) was working with Worknest and CAPALC to try to find 
the way forward and to ensure that emails and post would be managed during the 
Clerks absence. With reference to the employment of the Locum RFO, she confirmed 
that to the best of her knowledge they had been legally employed. 

7:30PM  MeeƟng Commenced 

23/143 Present: Cllr. Jane Williams, Vice-Chair (JW); Cllr. Brian Williams (BW); Cllr. 
Nigel Seamarks (NS); Cllr. Martin Howlett (MH); Cllr. Clody Howlett (CH); Cllr. 
Jenny Newall (JN); Cllr. Mick Bavester (MB) (arrived later in the meeting); 
Michael Williamson (MW); Cllr. Ivan Gilzean (IG);  Cllr. Kate Grant (KG) and Cllr. 
Alice Grant (AG) (11) 

Also Present: Assistant Groundsman (SB); three members of the public and 
District Councillor Anna Bradnam (AB)  

Minute taker Cllr Clody Howlett 
 
Apologies for Absence: None 

 

23/144        OPEN FORUM 

(a) A member of public advised the meeting about the Personal Public 
Rights with regard to the meeting on the 1st February 24. 

(b) They considered that the current meeting was unlawful as the 
agenda calling Councillors to the meeting had not been signed by 
the appropriate Officer.  

(c) They also said that the requested changes to the minutes from 
the previous meeting had not been actioned with regard to item 
23/133 & 23/136; they had been sent to the Clerk (see 23/146). 

(d) Another member of the public asked why there had been no public 
apology for the previous meeting which had to be cancelled. She 
advised that five members of the public had turned out to attend. They 
requested that a public statement should be sent out. 

(e) They thanked Cllr. Seamark for all of his work on the Local Highways 
initiative. and his ability to complete the application to County Council 
in the short time frame given. Application needed to be with County 
Council by the 12th January 24. Asked the Council to consider in future 



that the Highways Committee should discuss these issue at their 
October meeting so that timescales can be met in a timely manner and 
not rushed. The council agreed with this request. 

(f) The structural engineering report on the Chittering Play park had not 
been seen.  

(g) Chittering Playpark brambles had still not been dealt with causing issues 
with the flooring of the Playpark.  

Action: It was agreed Council would follow up on the Chitttering Playpark structural 
Engineering report and also follow up on the issue regarding the Playpark brambles. 

 
(NS) raised the issue of the legitimacy of the meeting that was highlighted by a 
member of the public. A detailed discussion was undertaken and procedures 
reviewed. There was a consensus that the meeting should still go ahead, unless there 
was a point of law which would make the meeting unlawful. The urgency of 
continuing to hold the meeting was the timeline for Waterbeach to get their Precept 
figures to South Cambs by the 2nd February 24.  

All agreed the meeting should go ahead with the caveat on the point of law detailed above. 

23/145  MEMBERS INTERESTS 
Cllr. Jenny Newall declared an interest at 23/154. No other interests were declared. 

23/146  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
  The minutes of the 6th January 2024, were approved with the following changes 
noted: 
 

a) (AG) requested that we suspend Standing Order 12(e) with regard to the deletion 
of recordings of the meeting, once the minutes had been agreed. She understood 
that she would be drafting a Letter to South Cambs 23/134 refers; (NS) was also 
supposed to be involved. However the minutes of the 9th January 24, state that 
the Clerk will be responsible for the initial draft. This was agreed by all Councillors 
 

b) A member of the public requested an amendment to the wording at 23/125. The 
minutes should be changed to read “A resident commented that item 23/133, 
Cody Road Bus Shelter, was an S106 expense, had no budget or paperwork to 
meet the requirement of the S106 agreement”. They requested further 
amendments as follows “ A resident queried item 23/136, S106 spend, as a 
consultation of the residents to see how they wanted the S106 spent, had been 
agreed by the council meaning that no expenditure could be agreed until this had 
been done”. Proposed: AG; Seconded: BW; In Favour: All      Abstain: 0; Object: 
0. 

 
The minutes of the 5th December 2023, were approved with the following changes 
noted: 
 
a) (IG) asked for the minutes and the website to reflect that he was not late for the 

meeting as he arrived at 7.10pm and the meeting did not commence until 
7.30pm. Please remove (IG) from being late to the meeting and include in 
Present. Proposed: MH; Seconded: IG; In Favour: All; Abstain: ; Object: 0 



 
23/147            ACCOUNTS 
 

(i) (AG) asked if the Chair had received her query with regard to some of 
the  voucher entries. (MW)  advised that some of  the confusion was due to the 
way Scribe captured the information and agreed that  some of  process and procedures 
could be improved. 

(ii) (KG) advised that she had never seen the agreement with regard to the IT support , 416 
refers. 

(iii) The Groundsman provided detail on some of the expenditure. With regard 
to the purchase of the Tennis Nets he advised the ones purchased from 
ESPO were the wrong size and they could not supply the correct size, so 
they were reordered from Edwards Sports. With regard to expenditure 
vouchers 384 and 396 these purchases were for different machinery. 

a)  The payment of accounts were approved. - Proposed: MH; 
Seconded: MW;      In Favour: 7; Abstain:3; Object: IG 

b) As the Clerk was presently on sick leave the Vice Chair did not  
know if any there were any outstanding invoices to be paid. 

c) The Bank Totals were noted. 
 
23/148  OPERATIONAL CHANGES 

A Paper was circulated to Council to change Standing Order 19, to reflect the 
new Terms of Reference with a “Title Change” from the Employment Panel to 
the HR Committee; paper signed by all the members. Proposed: IG; Seconded: 
KG; In Favour: All; Abstain: 0; Object: 0 

Action: It was agreed the paper would be removed from the website as it had 
Councillors signatures on it. 

 

23/149  REQUESTS OF USE OF PARISH LAND 

The council had received a request to plant some saplings within the recreation 
ground in memory of the late Norma Kay. United Charities had raised and will 
and will donate the money to pay for the trees. All Councillors confirmed that 
they were happy to agree to this request with the exception of (JN) who has a 
pecuniary interest in this matter so would abstain when voting was carried out. 
It was further agreed that advice should be sought from the Woodlands Trust 
on the planting of the trees. Proposed: JW;      Seconded: MH; In Favour: 10; 
Abstain: JN; Object: 0 

 

23/150  PARISH PRECEPT 

(JW) discussed the important issue of the precept with Councillors and gave an 
overview of the budget as it stands at the present time. She also highlighted the 
urgency of getting our figures to South Cambs by the 2nd February 24, to ensure 
that we had the correct funds to carry out all the functions required for the 
Parish Council. 



(MW) advised that the precept had not been increased much in recent years for 
Waterbeach and last year had not been increased at all. (JW) advised that for 
the Parish Council to ensure that it had all the finances in place to cover all the 
expenditure it would need to cover expenses, in particular the employment of 
staff, the precept would need to be substantially increased. 
 

Standing Orders were suspended to allow Cllr Bradnam to speak. - Anna 
Bradnam advised Council could set the precept the same as last year. 
Standing Orders were then reinstated. 

 

(JW) advised although we would like to be able to keep the precept at the same 
amount to cover all the expenses this will not be possible. The council agreed 
that they would have to increase the precept from the current level of £92 per 
band D property to £120 per band D property. This takes into account inflation 
and the fact that Waterbeach had not increased its precept much in previous 
years and not at all last year. It also noted this amount was comparable with 
Parishes of a similar size in South Cambs and this was also based on last years 
figures; these Parishes had yet to set their new precept. Proposed: AG; 
Seconded: CH; In Favour: 9; Abstain:1; Object: 1 

Action:  (JW) would work with other Cllrs to ensure that the precept figures 
were sent in to South Cambs to meet the required deadline. 

 

23/151  PARKING ISSUES IN THE VILLAGE 

(NS) advised that an Enforcement Agency was operating in the village. He 
highlighted there were currently parking issues at Waddelow Road. It was 
agreed in the absence of the Clerk that (NS) would send an email to the 
Enforcement Agency. Proposed: AG;      Seconded: BW; In Favour: All; Abstain: 
0; Object: 0 

Action: (NS) to send an email on behalf of the Council, cc’d to the council to 
bring this matter to the attention of the Enforcement Agency. 

 

23/152  20’s PLENTY INIATIVE 

(NS) advised that he had now completed the template for the 20’s plenty 
initiative using a best practice model; this had now been sent to County Council. 
He confirmed that Chittering would also be included in the proposal. Cllrs 
thanked Cllr Seamark for all of his hard work in putting together the proposal; 
especially given the tight deadline.  

NS) asked if the council was happy for him to generate a Surveymonkey to 
capture the views of the parishioners of Waterbeach. He also advised that he 
will continue to work with James Bull. Councillors confirmed that they were 
happy for (NS) to take forward his proposals. 
Action: (NS) to create a Surveymonkey and circulate, in order to collect the 

views of 



Waterbeach Parishioners. Proposed: AG; Seconded: BW; In Favour:10; Abstain: 
1;      Object: 0 

 

23/153  HEALTH & SAFETY 

  No H&S issues were brought to the aƩenƟon of the council. 

 
23/154              OFFICER & COUNCILLOR, COMMITTEE AND GROUP UPDATES 

Anna Bradnam gave the District Councillors report, which can be seen on the 
Parish Council Website.  

  No further updates were available. 

Cllr Williamson requested standing order 10 (a)xi be implemented for the exclusion of the public. As 

this was not an agenda item it could not be agreed and any further discussions did not form part of 

the meeting and thereofore were not legally accepted.  

It was agreed by all Councillor’s the meeƟng Ɵme should be extended to consider all items on the 

Agenda. 

 

MeeƟng closed at 10.20pm. 







 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Expression of Interest in Becoming a Parish Councillor 

I am hoping to bring my experience and skills gained both in a personal and professional capacity to 
Waterbeach Parish Council. I want to participate as a Member of the Parish Council team to 
promote, support and benefit the local community and village environment. 

I like helping with family of all ages and my elderly mother. I am well aware of the challenges facing 
people in their day to day lives.  

 
Work Experience: 
HM Customs and Excise in Nottingham for 7 years. 
Midwife for 30 years in Derbyshire and Cambridge.  
Neonatal Intensive Care in London and Cambridge. 
Ministry of Defence for 2 years at Waterbeach Barracks 
Cruse Bereavement volunteer. 
 
Suzanne Brunning 
 





 


